
BHAGAVAD GITA
with 

SHANKARABASHYAM

CHAPTER 2
VERSE 26 TO 41

VOLUME - 06



S. No. Title Page No.

III Chapter 2 

250) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 26 : Starts 1112

251) Chapter 2 - Verse 26 1117

252 to 254) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 26 Starts 1119

255) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 27 : Starts 1124

256) Chapter 2 - Verse 27 1125

257) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 27 Starts 1127

258) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 28 : Starts 1131

259) Chapter 2 - Verse 28 1134

260 to 264) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 28 Starts 1137

265) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 29 : Starts 1161

266) Chapter 2 - Verse 29 1165

267 to 270) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 29 Starts 1167

271) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 30 : Starts 1178

Index

i



S. No. Title Page No.

III Chapter 2 

272) Chapter 2 - Verse 30 1179

273 to 274) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 30 Starts 1181

275) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 31 : Starts 1187

276) Chapter 2 - Verse 31 1191

278) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 31 Starts 1196

279) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 32 : Starts 1201

280) Chapter 2 - Verse 32 1202

281 to 264) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 32 Starts 1203

282) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 33 : Starts 1206

283) Chapter 2 - Verse 33 1208

284) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 33 Starts 1209

285) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 34 : Starts 1212

286) Chapter 2 - Verse 34 1214

287) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 34 Starts 1215 ii



S. No. Title Page No.

III Chapter 2 

288) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 35 : Starts 1219

289) Chapter 2 - Verse 35 1219

290 to 291) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 35 Starts 1222

292) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 36 : Starts 1226

293) Chapter 2 - Verse 36 1226

294 to 295) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 36 Starts 1227

296) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 37 : Starts 1231

297) Chapter 2 - Verse 37 1232

298 to 299) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 37 Starts 1233

300) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 38 : Starts 1236

301) Chapter 2 - Verse 38 1237

302) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 38 Starts 1238

304 to 305) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 39 : Starts 1252

306) Chapter 2 - Verse 39 1262 iii



S. No. Title Page No.

III Chapter 2 

307 to 310) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 39 Starts 1265

311) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 40 : Starts 1283

312) Chapter 2 - Verse 40 1284

313 to 315) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 40 Starts 1288

316) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 41 : Starts 1294

317) Chapter 2 - Verse 41 1295

318 to 320) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 41 Starts 1300

iv



CHAPTER 2
SANKHYA YOGA 

(Yoga of Knowledge)

VERSE 26 TO 41

TOPIC 250 TO 320



1112

250) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 26 : Starts

Granting for Argument’s sake the Non-eternality of the Self, the following Observation 
is made :

I) Verse 25 – Atma - Anatma Viveka Topic over

II) Moolam :

• Krishna gives Arguments from 3 Angles

III)
3 Angles

Dharmika DrishtiAdhyatmika Drishti Laukika Drishti

a) Adhyatmika Angle :

• Atma Angle - Philosophical Drishti no Grief because Atma Angle, no one Killed, no one 
Killing.
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b) Dharmica – Moral Angle :

• Killing not Papam because you are killing for the Sake of Dharma, not wrong.

c) Laukika Drishti :

• From Worldly Angle, having coming to the Battle, if you run away, you will loose your 
name and fame.

d) Protect your prestige 

e) Verse 25 - Adhyatmika Drishti over.

f) Next Dharmica Drishti

IV) Aside Discussion :

a) Abyupethya Angle Verse 26 and 27 Accepting a Position.

b) Even if Atma is Perishable

• Established Atma is imperishable

• Then also, you can’t Cry

• What is perishable, will die, why are you Crying over the fact.

c) Atmanaha - Anityatvam Abyupagamya 

• Assuming Mortality of Atma, Don’t grieve

Revision : Chapter 2 - Verse 26 - Introduction :

I) Verse 12 to 25 :

• Atma – Anatma Viveka.
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II) To remove Arjunas hesitation to fight the war, Atma Vidya was taught.

III)
Arjuna Bhishma

Atma Atma

a) Bhishmas Death :

• Bhishma is Atma, eternal.

• Bhishma does not Die

• Don’t Grieve over Death of anyone.

b) Nityatvam of everyone highlighted in Verse 12 to 25

IV) Arjuna Looked himself as Karta

• Killing Action will produce Papam

• Papameva Ashrayaye Asmat.

V) 
w.r.t Arjuna - You are

AkartaAtma Not Killer

No Papam Not Doing Karma
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VI)
w.r.t Bhishma

He is Nityaha

Doesn’t Die

He Doesn’t get Killed

VII) Na Anushochitum Arhasi :

• Without Grief fight the war

• Philosophical Answer to Arjunas Problem.

VIII) Dharmic Answer later

IX) Verse 26 and 27 – Abyupethya Vada :

• Suppositional Argument

X) Suppose Atma is Anityam, like the Atmachara Buddha Matam, Atma of Kshanika Vigyana 

     Vada.

a) Suppose Atma is Subject to Birth, Death Constantly 

b) Buddha Matam :

• Every Kshanam, Atma is Changing.
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c) Dakshinamoorthi Stotram :

(Salutations to Sri Dakshinamurthy Who Awakens the Glory of the Atman within us through His Profound 
Silence) Those who Consider the Body or Prana (Vital Force) or Sense Organs or the Changing Mind or the 
Void (Total Non-Existence) as the "I", are Like a Naive Innocent Girl Child, or a Blind, or a Dull-Headed; they 
are Deluded but they Vehemently Assert their Points, The Inner Guru Destroys this Great Delusion Created 
by the Play of the Power of Maya, Salutations to Him, the Personification of Our Inner Guru Who Awakens 
This Knowledge through His Profound Silence; Salutation to Sri Dakshinamurthy. [Verse 5]

d) Flowing temporary Consciousness is Atma (For Vedantin Reflected Consciousness and Mind 

     - Vruttis)

e) Atma is Nitya Jatam, Nitya Mrutam

f) Constantly born and Gone, within one life itself, if this is your Supposition.

g) Then also you cannot grieve.

h) This is Topic in Verse 26 and 27.

i) Atma Anityatvat Abyupagamyam 

j) Suppose Atma is Anityam for Argument sake

k) Nothing to grieve you have to fight.
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251) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 26 :

But, even if you think of him as being constantly born and constantly dying, 
even then, O mighty-armed, you should not grieve.[Chapter 2 - Verse 26]
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Gist :

I) Athacha :

• Change of Topic

• Atmanaha Nityatvam is over

II) Assume Atma is Anityam

III) Nitya Jatam Nitya Mritam

a) Nitya - not eternal, Constantly, Continuously, Changelessly, Adverbial word

• Qualifies Birth - Death

b) Nitya Jatam – Constantly born Nitya Mritam = Constantly dies.

c) Kshanika Vigyana Vada

d) Krishnas Reply 

II) Shochitum Na Arhasi :

• You can’t Afford to Grieve.
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Topic No. 252 to 254 :

The words Atha Ca have the Sense, ‘Granted’. On the Basis of popular notion if you 
think that this Self is Perpetually born with the Birth of the Bodies it indwells, and that 
it Perpetually dies with their Destruction, still, O hero! You ought not to grieve with 
regard to it, because what takes Birth undergoes destruction and what is destroyed 
necessarily takes birth. 
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253) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 26 Starts

I) Atha Cha iti :

• Abyugamapartaha - Temporary Acceptance, for sake of Argument, Suppose.

II) Yenam = Prakrutam Atmanam = Atma under Discussion

III) Nitya Jatam :

• As it is popular in the world, widely Assumed.

a) When Everytime physical body is born, this is not 1st Body

b) Along with Arrival and Departure of every body.

c) Atma is born, Assumed popularly in the world

d) Nobody Says - Rama is eternal, my Daughter has existed in Purva Janma also, he has    

     Assumed just a Physical body.
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e) Vasamsi Jeernani, Yatha Vihaya

f) Nobody has Shastriya Drishti

g) Everybody has Laukika Drishti :

• When the Body is born take Jiva itself is born.

h) Rama, Krishna is born alongwith Every birth of body, Jivas Birth happens.

i) In the same Manner, when everytime body is gone, Nityam Mritam, Constantly Dying.

j) Along with everybody, Jiva is also Dying

k) Deha Nashe - Dehi Nashaha 

Sharira Nashe - Sharira Nashaha 

L) This is the Misconception of the people

m) Laukika Popular Misconception

n) He is gone we think.

254) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 26 Starts
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I) If Atma is Subjected to Birth and Death

• It becomes the Nature of Atma.

II) You can’t make a Complaint 

a) Logic 

• Whatever is Nature of a thing, will have to be Accepted.

b) Fire - Hot 

     Ice - Cold 

     Body / Atma – Born, gone

c) Nature can’t be changed – Why?

• What can’t be changed is called nature.

d) Better, the Kshanika Vigyana Atma or Anitya Atma as it is 

e) Atmani Thatha Bavini Api, even if Atma is of Such a Nature, thatha Baviti.

f) Even, Tvam Mahabavo, Evam Na Shochitum Arhasi

g) Eha Mahabavo, you should not grieve over that.

h) Na Arhasi - Should not, why?

i) Reason in Verse 27

j) Janma Vataha Nasha = Truth of Atma

• Whatever has got Janma will have Nasha, Death.
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k) Nashavataha Janma Whatever Dies will have Punar Janma also – Why?

L) Water heated – Exists in Steam = Punarjanma of water law of Conservation

m) Destruction is Assuming a totally Different form = Punar Janma

n) Janma Vataha - Nasha 

     Nasha Vataha - Janmacha

o) These 2 Events is bound to Happen, is inevitable 

p) By Grieving you can’t change the Nature

III) Anvaya - Verse 26 :

• Eh Mahabavo Athacha Yenam, Nitya Jatam, Nityam Mritum Va Manyase, (Constantly 
Dying), Thatha Api Tvam Evam Shochitum Na Arhasi.
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255) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 27 : Starts

Therefore-

Avashyam Bavinoce :

• That being so

• Since birth always followed by Death…



1125

256) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 27 :

Indeed, certain is death for the born, and certain is birth for the dead; 
therefore, over the inevitable, you should not grieve. [Chapter 2 - Verse 27]
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I) Birth, Death go together, Therefore Verse 27

II) 1st Line :

• Whatever is born will have to go

III) Whatever goes will have to be born again, Re-appear

IV) w.r.t Individual and total

V) Over the fact of something, you can never afford to Grieve.

VI) Grief can’t change the fact

VII) I can’t Accept grief going

• Sorrow does not go

VIII) What is the remedy? 

• Can’t change the fact.

• Need remedy also

IX) Only one solution – Change, what can be changed

a) What can’t be changed?

b) I can change my Mind

c) Mano Jaya is the only solution when Loka Jaya is not Possible.

d) Changing the Mind is Spirituality

• Accepting the Choiceless is wisdom.

e) 2nd Line most important Line to Avoid Grief.
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f) Accept the choiceless is the only remedy for Grief.

g) Choiceless = Apariharyaha Arthaha

        = Remedyless, Choiceless, Solutionless, Doorless, endless, escapeless, Invitable. 

h)
Apariharyaha Artha

Choiceless Fact

i) What is choiceless is called fact

j) This is the essence of Verse 27

257) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 27 Starts
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I) Not big logical part to be explained, hence small commentary

II) What is Choiceless will have to be Accepted, endured.

III)

For one who is born, i.e. who has taken Birth, Death is an inevitable concomitant; so 
too is birth for one who dies. Therefore the sequence of Birth and Death is 
unavoidable, and is a Matter of Course. Hence you ought not to grieve for it.

Matter

But to be PracticedNot to be Talked

IV) Matter for implementation, not for Talking

V) Even Bhagawan also can’t change your thoughts

VI) If so, he would have removed all your worries

VII) We manage to worry, shows even Bhagawan is helpless.

VIII) Matter to be Practiced, not to be taught.

a) Jatasya = Labda Janmanaha

                  = One who has got birth

b) Druvaha = Avyabichari 

     = Definite, Certain

c) Mrityu = Maranam Bavati Death
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d) Death Certain for Someone who is born

e) Dhruvam janma Mritasya Cha :

• Mritasya Janma Dhruvam Bavati

• For Someone who is Dead, Rebirth is Definite

f) Therefore, this fact, Apariharyaha, can’t be altered, changed 

g) Satyavan, Savitri - Story postponing Death, not Avoiding Death

h) Markandeya - Chiranjeevi during one Srishti only

i) During Pralayam Chiranjeevi also Dies

j) Apekshika Chiranjeevi

k) Jnanis Immortality

But as AtmaNot as Body

Sthula, Sukshma, Karana Sharirams 
mortal

IX)

Atma is immortal

Atma Jatashi Mrityuhu Druvaha Naha

Law = Fact, not born Dead



1130

X)
Fact of Birth - Death

2 Sides of same coin

Apariharyaha, Choiceless

Has no Pariharaha

XI) Mrityunjayaha Mantra :

• Not for Bodies immortality, it is for Atma Jnanam.

• Not for Body’s immortality.

XII) Tasmin Apariharye Arthe :

• With Regard to choiceless situation, Shochitum Na Arhasi, Can’t grieve.

XIII) I have Habit of Grieving 

• Change the Habit 

• You Have to do, by Purushartha, not by Bhagawan.

• Worry - form of thought

• Thought arrival is because of Vasana 

• It is because of Purushartha, will power.

Worry

Continuation requires Purushartha, 
Support

Arrival, Vasana
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258) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 28 : Starts

It is not reasonable to grieve for beings who are mere bundles of causes and effects, 
because.

I) Abyupethya Vada is over in Verse 27

II) Krishna only talks about Bhishma, Drona, others as Atma not as Body

III) Arjunas Attachment is only towards their Bodies

• Arjuna is worried about Disappearance of Bhishma - Drona, others Death.

IV) 
Krishna Talks about Atma Arjuna

Talks about Death of Body

V)
Why should I worry about Nirguna 

Atma

Non-eternalBeing eternal
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VI) My Worry about Shariram of Bhishma, Drona 

• I am worried Sharirams will go away.

• What is the Solution for this?

VII) I have 1st Talked about the Content Atma - Shariri Drishtya

VIII) Next, Sharira Drishtya

IX) Karya - Karana Sangatani Butani 

a) Suppose you are assuming all Jivas are nothing but Bodies.

b) Butani = Living beings Jivas

• Are physical (Karya) - Subtle (Karanam) – Sangataha

• Body - Mind Complex.

c)

Sangatah, Complex

-  Sukshma Shariram
 -  Mind - Sense Organs

-  Sthula Shariram

KaranamKaryam

d) If living beings - Butani are only Body - Mind Complex.



1133

e)

f) Udishya – For that Body’s going, Event.

g) Shokaha Kartum Na Uktaha :

• You Should not Grieve.

h) Your attachment is to the Body of People not Atma

i) Why?

• I am missing them, life is Vacuum without them.

• What will I do?

When attached to

Not Bhishma AtmaBhishma Shariram

Body is Gone
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259) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 28 :

Beings were unmanifest in the beginning, and unmanifest again in their 
end, seem to be manifest in the middle, O Bharata. What then, is there to 
grieve about? [Chapter 2 - Verse 28]
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Gist 

I) Body mind complex is made up of matter

a) Matter is Subject to Change 

b) Any Changing Matter goes through many changes, Stages.

c)
Change

Vyakta AvasthaAvyakta Avastha

-  Manifest condition
 -  Darshana Avastha
 -  Visible State During Birth

-  Unmanifest condition
 -  Adarshana Avastha
 -  Invisible State 
 -  Before Birth / After Death

d) Any Matter has invincible and Visible State 

e) Physical body will have invisible and Visible State

f) Law : 

• Darshanam, Adarshanam

• No one can escape 2 States.
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g) Death - Maraiva not destruction, Disappearance 

     Birth - Not Thongtrudgandra Origination, Appearance 

• It is always there either in Manifest, Unmanifest State 

h) Why are you worried over that?

• Change the habit.

II) Avyakta Adhi :

• Unmanifest condition is the beginning of all beings.

III) Avyakta Nidhanani :

• End of all beings is also unmanifest.

IV) Beginning and end Unmanifest

V) Between that there is a Brief appearance

• Vyakta Madhyani - Manifest condition is in the Middle, short, Brief.

VI) Unmanifest condition is longer - Covered rupam, Maraindha Rupam.

VII) Manifest brief, compared to eternity

VIII) Why are you worrying over that?

• Tatra Ka Pari Devana?

• Crying, Moaning, Lamenting, Grieving 

• Pari and Devayati = To worry.
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Topic No. 260 to 264 :
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260) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 28 Starts

‘Unmanifest’, i.e., unperceived or unknown, is the beginning of beings such as one’s 
sons, friends, etc. These seem to be nothing but bundles of means and effects, organs 
and bodies. Before their appearance in time, these beings are unmanifest. Having 
appeared, their intermediate state, till their Death, is manifest. Again, their end in 
Death is ‘unmanifest’, unperceived. The idea is that after death they arrive at a State 
of Unmanifestedness. So it has been affirmed in the MB (Stri,2.13): “He has come 
from an unseen State and has returned to that State again. He does not belong to you 
nor do you, to him. Why, then, this Vain lament?” In these Circumstances where is the 
room for lamentation or vain speech as regards being whose very essence is a 
delusion – who are unseen, then seen, and finally wiped out? This is the idea.
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I) Avyaktani – Avyaktadini :

Avyaktam and Adi

Adarshanam

Invisibility

Unmanifest Condition

Anupalabdihi (Non-perception), Non-
availability for Perception)

Non-appearance

II) Adhihi :

• This is the beginning of all living beings, before Srishti.

III) Invisibility was the Condition before birth, Unmanifest.

IV)
Butani – 2 Meanings

Living beings Putra, Mitra, Karya, 
Karana Sangatani

5 Elements

Son, friends in the form of Body - 
Mind Complex
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V) Butani = Living beings with Body - Mind Complex

VI) Other Bodies - Do not affect us 

a) Putra, Mitra goes, we are affected, Shankara is particular.

b) 
Karyam Karanam Sangatha

Body Mind Complex 

c) Thani Avyaktadini :

• Living beings are called Avyaktadini 

d) Adihi :

• Prag Utpattehe

• Beginning

• Before Srishti, Origination, Manifestation.

e) Vyakta Madhyani :

• In between, they come to Manifestation.

Revision : Chapter 2 - Verse 28 – Bashyam :

I) Argument to Establish - Sorrow Does not have any legitimate Existence

a) Just as legitimate existence can’t be proved for Maya, Karana Prapancha, Unmanifest State, 

     Ishvara.

b) Legitimate Existence can’t be proved for the Sthula Prapancha, Creation, universe.
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c) Legitimate existence can’t be Proved for Sukshma Prapancha, Sorrow also.

d) Sorrow =  as Maya is Anir Vachaniyam.

e) Waking, Dream, Sleep = Maya

      = Anirvachaniyam

      = Manifest - Unmanifest universe

f) To establish this, Lord Krishna is trying Various reasons which can be attributed to Sorrow

g) He is Ruling out one by one to establish there is no logical reason for Sorrow.

II) Lord Krishna Develops his strategy in 3 Assumed Stages

a) Death of Nitya Atma

b) Death of Anitya Atma

c) Death of Anitya Anatma  

III) Which of these is Cause of your Sorrow?

a) Death of eternal Self can’t be cause of Sorrow :

• Why?

• There is no Death for the eternal Self 

• Cause one eliminated

b) Topic upto Verse 25.
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c) Verse 26 and 27 :

• 2nd Assumed Reason 

Assumption :

• Atma is impermanent, Anityam

• Not a fact, for Argument Sake, Suppose Atma is Anityam.

• Can’t Grieve – Why?

• If Atmas Nature is Anityam, it will be Subject to Arrival and Departure.

Gita :

Indeed, certain is death for the born, and certain is birth for the dead; therefore, over the 
inevitable, you should not grieve.[Chapter 2 - Verse 27]

• You can never Grieve over a fact.

• 2nd Reason ruled out.
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d) 3rd Reason :

• Death of Anitya Shariram.

e) Verse 27 :

• Deals with Death of Anitya Atma.

f) Verse 28 :

• Deals with Death of Anitya Shariram

g) Arjuna, if you are attached to Body of Bhishma, Drona, therefore, you can’t Accept their 

    Departure, then my Answer is following.

h) Body = Anatma = Matter = Changing factor

i) 
Matter will always be changing from

Vyaktam to AvyaktamAvyaktam to Vyaktam

Eternal Cycle

j)

Matter Atma

Eternally Changing Eternally Changeless
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k) Scientifically also, Matter can’t be Created or Destroyed

L) Matter is as eternal as Consciousness is 

m) That is Sankhya theory :

• Purusha - Prakirti are eternal

n) We are closer to Sankhya with a Subtle difference

o)
Purusha / Consciousness

Higher Order of Reality

Matter

Lower order of Reality

While Counting, we count only one

Therefore, we are Advaitin
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p) 
Matter Consciousness

-  Eternal 
 -  Changing
 -  Will have to change from
 -  Manifest (Birth) to Unmanifest 
    (Death)

-  Eternal
 -  Changeless
 -  Brahman
 -  Beyond Manifest (Karyam) and 
    Karanam (Unmanifest)

q) When did the Cycle Start Anaadi – Gita :

Its form is not perceived here as such, neither its end, or its foundation, nor its resting place; 
having cut asunder this firm-rooted Asvattha-tree with the strong axe of non-
attachment…[Chapter 15 - Verse 3]

IV)
Therefore, Arjuna, Body will be

It will become invisibleVisible for Sometime

Vyaktam
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V) Avyaktam, Adarshanam, Anupalapa - Adhihi 

VI) a) Unmanifest - Pure Existence Turiyam is beginning of all Bodies

b) How unmanifest is beginning of all the People?

c) If Anaadhi, how Avyaktam is Adhihi?

d) Here Adihi does not mean beginning because matter does not have beginning.

e) Beginning means before their Manifestation = Origination 

              = Utpattehe Purvam

f) Before becoming Visible to us, it was in Unmanifest form, Invisible Condition.

261) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 28 Continues

I) Butani Vyakta Madhyani :

a) Not Pancha Butani… Here Madhu Sudhana Saraswati takes it as 5 Elements.
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b)

Butani

Body - Mind Complex here5 Element

Physical Body

Debate

c) Utpannani Cha :

• After their Creation, Origination, until they die

d) Between Birth – Death :

• During 100 Years, all beings are Visible, Manifest

• Vyakta Madhyani, Accessible to Sense Organs

e) Viyanj to manifest

• Vyaktam : Accessible to Sense Organs.

• Vyaktam Madhyam Esham Tani = Vyakta Madhyani.

f) Again they go back to Unmanifest condition.
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262) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 28 Continues

I) En Bharatha… Arjuna Avyakta Nidhanani Eva :

a) Avyaktam = Unmanifest condition

       = Adarshanam

b) Nidhanam Esham thani = Maranam

        = Antham

                                               = End 

c) Unmanifestation is the end condition of all the Bodies 

• Matter is eternal, has no end

• After the Death, end of Manifestation.

d) Maranath Oordvam Api :

• After Death, Unmanifest condition is taken up… Pratipadyante.
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e) Unmanifest

After End / DeathBefore Creation

Before Birth

263) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 28 Continues

Mahabharatha Striparva :

At that time his city was filled with wealth — with jewels, riches, cattle, crops of every kind, 
and the pleasures of life.  [Chapter 2 - Verse 13]
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I) Mahabharatha by Vyasa 

• Stree Purva = Section - Adhi / Shanti 

Gita :

Just as in this body the embodied (soul) passes into childhood, youth and old age, so also does 
he pass into another body; the firm man does not grieve at it.[Chapter 2 - Verse 13]

• Gita belongs to Mahabharatha.

II) Adarshanath Apatitaha :

• Every body comes to Visible condition from Unmanifest.

• Bodies appear from nowhere

• After Appearance, will Disappear to nowhere.

III) Therefore, no one can form a lasting relationship with anyone

IV) Don’t claim a Dead body

• This person for whom you are crying, does not belong to you

• This idea, they belong to you, Mamakara is problem of Samsara.
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V) Asou Tava Na Bavati :

• This person does not belong to you.

VI) Tvam Tasya Api Na Bavati 

• You do not belong to that person.

VII) Nobody belongs to Anybody

• Come together briefly for sometime and again get Separated.

VIII) Duration of Jivas existence = infinite time 

• 2 Bodies being together Duration only a Moment

IX) Momentarily we come together

a) For whom are you Crying

b) Everyone Dissappears

c) Unnecessarily, why are you Crying for Anitya Shariram

d) No Logical reason is these for Sorrow.

X) Nitya Atma Maranam

     Anitya Atma Maranam

     Anitya Sharira Maranam

XI) No 4th Reason 

• Sorrow Does not have a Legitimate existence 

• Since we experience Sorrow = Maya

Not a Reason for grief
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XII) Does not have logical existence

• Worry still comes

• That mind which has thought of worry is called maya.

XIII) Don’t give intellectual Support to Sorrow.

• Once you withdraw intellectual Support or Stop Validating the Sorrow, legitimizing the 
Sorrow, then Sorrow becomes weaker.

XIV)
Samsari 

Justifies the Sorrow

Why?

Others also join the Sorrow

You also Cry with me then I know you love me 

XV) We validate the Invalid Sorrow, Justify sorrow, invite others to join our Sorrow, if they 

       don’t, they don’t love me 

a) Otherwise, heartless sorrow

b) Say, Sorrow is illegitimate.
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XVI) Technical Point – Debated 

Aadhi - Madhyam Antham

HereUsed in Srishti, Sthithi, Laya Karanam

-  Avyakta - Adhini 
 -  Vyakta - Madhyani
 -  Avyakta - Nidhanani

a) Gita :

He is not born, nor does He ever die; after having been, He again ceases not to be; unborn, 
eternal, changeless and ancient, He is not killed when the body is killed. [Chapter 2 – Verse 20]
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b) Gita :

Happy indeed are the ksatriyas, O Partha, who are called to fight in such a battle that comes of 
itself as an open door to heaven. [Chapter 2 - Verse 32]

• Sarganam – For all the Created beings, I am Adhi, Madhyam, Antham.

XVII) Here – Aadhi, Madhyam, Antham :

a)
Here – 2 Meanings

One Commentator SaysSrishti, Sthithi, Layam

Aadihi not Karanam

b)
Avyakta Aadhi

Being Condition in the beginningNot Cause of being
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c)
Beginning Condition

Unmanifest

Middle Condition

Manifest

d) Why Aadhi not Karanam?

• Madhusudhana Saraswati

• Famous commentator, differs from Shankara.

e) Bashyo Karsha Deepika (Commentary) by Dhanapati Suri.

f) Makes comparative Study of different commentaries of Gita

g)

Shankara Versus others

Best
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h) Aadhi

Beginning should takeKaranam

Why?

i) 10th Chapter - Gita :

Ishvara is Karanam

SthithiSrishti Laya

j) All 3 must be one and Same Upadana Karanam Chaitanyam, Brahman

k) Chapter 10 : Aham Aadhi, Madhyama, Antha.

L) Chapter 2 :

Avyaktam Vyaktam

-  Aadhi
 -  Antaha

-  Madhyam
 -  Hence not Karanam

• One Ishvara = Srishti, Sthithi, Karanam

• If Madhyama also Avyaktam then it refers to Ishvara.

m) Hence Aadhi is simple beginning, Middle, end conditions.
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n)
Conditions

PresentPrevious Later

ManifestUnmanifest Unmanifest

o) Krishna Discussing condition of Body not cause from which Bodies come

p) Rama Raya Kavi Dismisses Karana Commentary of other people, establishes Shankara’s 

     interpretation is correct.

264) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 28 Continues

I) Tatra Ka Pari Devana

II) This being Nature of all bodies…

a) They will be with you and Again disappear.

b) Example :

In Jagrat In Sleep

Body Manifest Body is in unmanifest
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c) 2 Conditions of the Body - Mind Complex

• Same is in Birth - Death

d) I am Different than the Body mind complex, I am Atma, the Substratum

e) Tatra : Why are you Crying over a fact in nature.

f)

g) 

Ka Pari Devana 

Sorrow, Grief, Lamentation

Pralapaha

Sorrow Lamentation

-  Only in mental level
 -  No Problem for others
 -  Cries Alone

-  Makes other Cry
 -  Verbally declaring sorrow
1st Chapter - Gita :
 -  Gandhiva, Kulakshaye 
    Pranashyanti
 -  Lecture of Arjuna = Pralapana
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III)
Sorrow / Lamentation w.r.t

DrishtaAdrishta Paranashta

Visible BodyInvisible Body Gone Body

• All 3 are Branthi or Adhyasa = Mithya Prapancha.

a)

In the destruction of a family, the immemorial religious rites of that family perish; on the 
destruction of spirituality, impiety indeed overcomes the whole family. [Chapter 1 - Verse 40]

Gita :

Branthi

World is Fleeting, temporary 
Acceptable to all people
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b) Not only is world fleeting, it is unreal Also

c) Why are you Crying over fleeting and unreal Body living beings which are of the Nature of 

    Mithya?

d)
Branthi Buteshu

-  Svarupeshu of the Nature of 

e)
2nd Buteshu

Refers to all living beings

f) Mithya = Mrisha

• Body, world, Does not Deserve Grief at all

g) You can’t Justify, Validate your Grief

h) Mithyatvam and Paramartikam are 2 Trump cards of Advaitin.

i) Say :

• I have grief, Don’t justify, Validate 

• Cry but don’t Argue

IV) Anvaya - Verse 28 :

• Butani, Avyaktadini, Vyakta Madhyani, Avyakta Nidhanani, Cha Bavanti Tatra Ka 
Paridevana?
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265) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 29 : 

I) Philosophical Angle - Adhyatmika Drishti is based on

• Aham Satyam, Jagan Mithya.

II)
2 Other Drishtis Easy

DharmikaLaukika 

III) Atma Drishti is a very Rare Teaching.

The Self in Question is hard to comprehend. Why should I blame you alone when the 
cause of the Delusion is universal? For, how hard it is to comprehend the Self! The 
Lord affirms - 
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IV)
If you

Don’t UnderstandUnderstand

V) Ayam Prakrutaha Atma

• This Atma which I talked from Verse 12 to 25 is Durvigneyaha.

a) Extremely Difficult to Grasp.

b)

I wont ComplainGreat Wonder

2 Format

Atma - Anatma FormatJiva Jagat Ishvara

-  Admire intellectually but never 
    internalize
 -  Declare Aham Satyam, Jagan 
    Mithya

-  When Sorrow comes run to this 
    format
 -  Lord Save me 

c) Advaitam - Durvigneya, too Subtle to implement, internalize.
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d) Kim Tvam Ekam Eva Upalabhe :

• Why should I Criticise you only, find fault with you only (Upadate to Complain)

• Why you don’t Understand?

e) Branti Nimitte Sadharane :

• Non-understanding, Mis-understanding is common to all people.

• Ignorance is common to all

f) Branti Nimittam = Cause of Confusion

          = Ignorance 

g) Sadharanam = Universal

• Everybody Cries like you only, hence I shouldn’t Complain.

h) If some one is not Crying, he becomes a Black Sleep.

i) Suppose you don’t join in family’s worry, you are firm.

j) After Vedanta, lost love for family, care for family lost, compassion gone.

k) When you also Cry, flare up… You have love for the family.

L) You must be same

• If balanced, you re Same.
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m) Grihastha Jnani :

• Very difficult, Do some Acting.

n) Not Hypocrisy – because they wont understand.o) They will Misunderstand, Do intelligent 
Acting

p) Otherwise become Sanyasi

q) When confusion is universal, why should I final fault with you confusion.

VI) Ayam Atma Katham Durvigneyaha?

a) How is the Atma very Subtle?

b) Why Subtle? Difficult to Understand

c) Krishna explains in Verse 29.
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266) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 29 :

One sees This as a wonder; another speaks of This as a wonder; another 
hears of This as a wonder; yet, having heard, none understands This at all! 
[Chapter 2 - Verse 29]
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Gist :

I) Atma topic is a Great wonder

a) Only rarely Available in the world

b) Like any other wonder

c) Why Atma Jnanam is extremely Rare?

d) There are very few People who talk about it.

e) Few come to listen

f) Few understand

II) With Reference to Atma Jnanam

ListenersSpeakers Understanders

MinorityMinority Minority

III) Hence Atma Jnanam is a wonder, very Rare.
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Topic No. 267 to 270 :

As a Marvel: a Marvel is what is unseen before, a wonder, that is unexpectedly seen. 
So, as a Marvel, one beholds the Self. Similarly another talks of it as a Marvel and yet 
another hears of it as a Marvel. Having heard, seen, and Spoken, too, none at all 
comprehends this Self.
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267) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 29 Starts

I) Ashcharyavatu :

• Adrishta Purvam not experienced before

• Adbutam, wonderful, extraordinary

II) Atma Jnanam is seen before – Ordinary

a) Akasmat Drishyamanam :

• Seen very rarely 

• Heard, talked in very few Places.

b) Himalayas, Tajmahal, Niagara falls :

• Rarely seen, Heard.

c) Atma Jnanam - Tena Tulyam :

• Extraordinary like other things in Creation.
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d) Not many universities Teaching Atma Jnanam

e)
Ashramas

No Shastra VicharaActivities

Olden DaysTemples, Pujas, Kundalini

• Rare in Ashramas.

III)
Vatu

Not PossessionComparison here

IV) People see this Atma Jnanam as an extraordinary thing.

V) Share this Atma Jnanam as an extraordinary thing

Revision : Chapter 2 - Verse 29 :

I) Atma Jnanam as a means of Solving problem of sorrow

a) Concludes in Verse 30

b) Glorifying Atma Jnanam Stuthihi, in Verse 29

c) Atma Jnanam is Extremely rare in the world.
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d) Extremely Valuable and great

e) Atma is Extra - Ordinary therefore, Atma Jnanam is Rare.

f) Not Ordinarily available in Every humanbeing.

g) Whoever is Associated with Atma, looks at it as an Extraordinary thing.

II) a)
Who is Associated with Atma

TeacherKnower / Seer Listener

Jnanam

b) Arjuna :

• Attain Atma Jnanam.

c) Kaschitu Yenam Ascharyavatu Pashyati :

• Rare Knower, knows Atma as extraordinary.

d) Ascharyam = Adrishta purvam (Wonder).
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e) 
Ashcharyam

Wonder

Not seen before

Adbutam

Akasmat Drishyamanam

In Explicably known / Rarely seen

f) Akasmat - How Atma is, can't be explained

III) Ascharyavatu :  

• Tena Tulyam

a) Vat = Suffix

b) Ascharyam iva

• Atma is comparable to any wonder in the world

• Rare Jnani sees this Atma as such a wonder.

268) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 29 Continues
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I) Every knower, Jnani, need not become a Guru

a) Every Guru has to be a Jnani

b) Guru teaches Atma

c) 1st Time - Seeing = Wonder

• Stay in Kailash / Tirupathi - 7 Hours for 1 Minute Darshanam.

d) Ascharyam only for 1st time

• Then status comes down generally.

e) In the case of Atma, Jnani sees it as a wonder, After becoming Guru, may teach for 30 Years, 

Atma status of wonder continues, as though looking at it 1st time!

f) Never get bored with Vedanta

g) Atma is a wonder throughout

h) Anyaha = Guru, who teaches Atma for 30 Years.

269) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 29 Continues
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3rd Listener

I) Keno Upanishad : 

a) Guru : It is not the known 

b) Student : It is unknown

c) Guru not unknown

d) One who says

I Don’t knowI know

KnowsDoesn’t know

e) Wonder!

f) Atma Jnanam :

• Not known as Object

• Wonder : I am the Atma, Subject.

g) Therefore, always a wonder

h) 
Extraordinary Nature of Atma

But very SubjectNot Object



1174

i) That is the wonder

270) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 29 Continues

I) Once knower, Teacher is known

• No Commentary on Listener.

II) Even after hearing, seeing, Talking about Atma, Rare people, who never know that Atma.

III) Some students never understand, what Atma is because of their Weakness, Orientation for  

Objectification.

IV) Wise man doesnt know the Atma as an object of knowledge for him.

a) Drishtva Uktva Api

b) Even After knowing the Atma, Drishtva, Uktva Api, Teaching, listener, Teacher Guru

• Does not know the Atma

• It never becomes an Object of knowledge.

c) Common Meaning :

• Unqualified Student never knows Atma, inspite of listening for 30 Years!

d) w.r.t Atma, Everything is a wonder.
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e) Therefore, Atma is Extra Ordinary

f) Atma Jnanam is a rare thing.

270) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 29 Continues

• 2nd Interpretation for Verse 29.

I) 1st Interpretation :

Ashcharyavatu Enam

This Atma

a) Person knows Atma as a wonder

b) Wonderness is Associated with Atma.

II) 2nd Interpretation :

• Dont say Atma is a wonder

• Wonderness assocaited with, Seer (Knower), Speaker, Listener.
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a) Ashcharyavatu

Connected to Kashchitu

Before Ashcharyavatu Enam Pashyatu

Atma object is wonder

b) Here Seer, Speaker, Listener is a Wonder

c) Person becomes knows Atma (Pashyati not Visually)

d) Antahkaranena Janati Atma

e) Atma Darshi is a wonder, he is a rare Person.

f) Teaching Atma is a Wonder.

III) Keno Upanishad :

a) Na Vigmaha, Na Vijanimaha, Yateita Anusishyat

b) We dont know Atma and dont know how one can teach about Atma.

c) Speaker is a Wonder

• Yaha Bavati Saha Ashcharya Tulyaha Bavati.

d) Yaha Srunoti, Saha Ashcharya Tulyo Bavati.

e) Students also equally wonderful.
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f) Listen without Listening, Speak wihtout Speaking, Think without thinking

g) Atma is not an Object of any process

h) Such a person one Among Millions.

IV) Conclusion :

• Atma is not easily understandable

• Durbodhaha – Difficult to know

• Knowing without Objectification is the wonder in Self knowledge.

• Implicit, implied, under current behind Verse 29

V) Anvaya - Verse 29 :

• Based on 1st Interpretation

• Kashchitu Yenam Ashcharya Vatu Pashyati.

Ashcharyavatu

Adjective in 2nd InterpretationAdverb in 1st Version

• Technical Difference

• Thatha Evacha Anyaha Yenam Ashcharyavatu Vadati

• Anyaha Cha Yenam Ashcharyavatu Srunoti

• Srutva Api Kashchitu Yenam Na Evam Vedacha.
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271) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 30 : 

Now the theme in hand is wound up :

I) Atha - After glorification of Atma Jnanam as a rare event – Aside Topic

II) Krishna concludes Primary Topic from Verse 12 to 30

a) Prakarana Artham Upasamharan

b) Windup, closing

c) Brute - Final Observation.
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272) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 30 :

This – the Indweller in the body of everyone is ever indestructible, O 
Bharata; and, therefore, you should not grieve for any creature.
[Chapter 2 - Verse 30]
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I) Upasamhara :

• Repetition of Teaching given in the beginning

a) Repetition of Upakrama

b) Example :
News

End repeat HeadlinesBeginning Say Headlines

c) Krishna Repeats idea of Verse 12

II) a)
Verse 12 Verse 30

-  Atma
 -  Nitya

-  Atma 
 -  Nitya

b) All others are Corollaries of Nitya

c) Therefore, you should not Grieve.

III) Instead of Nityaha, Krishna Says Atma can’t be killed by Anyone.
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IV)

Atma behind Universe, Sat, Never 
Destroyed

Atma behind Body - Chaitanyam is 
Deathless

Both in essence is called Brahman / 
Atma / Turiyam

V) Indestructible Atma = Nityaha Atma.

Topic No. 273 to 274 :
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‘Eternally’ – at all times and in all States – the embodied Self is indestructible, because 
it is impartite and ever-lasting. The Self dwelling in no Body may be slain. Being all-
pervasive, the Self present even in Stationary Objects like trees is indestructible. Even 
when the bodies are Slain, the Self remains indestructible; so you ought not to grieve 
for beings like Bhishma and the rest.

273) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 30 Starts

I) Dehi = Shariri, Atma

a) Nityam = Sarvada, Sarva Avasthasu

   = Changeless Turiyam

b) Nityam not eternal

• Adverbial – At all times, at all Places, under all conditions.

c) Sarva Avasthasu - Under all Circumstances

• Sarvada - At all times.
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d) Avadyaha = Can’t be killed

II) Niravayatvat – Can’t be killed because it is Partless like the Space, Deathless, Birthless.

a) Space can’t be destroyed being Partless

b) Nityatvat - Atma being eternal, it is Avadyaha, indestructible.

III) Tatra = Dehe Sharire

a) Where is Atma?

• It is there in the Body, Sharire…

b) Ayam Dehi - the Atma which is in the Body

c) Whose Body?

• Sarvasya - in all the Bodies including Sthavaram, Stationary Chetana plants, (Not 
Mountains – Achetanam).

d)
Sthavaram

ChetanaAchetana

-  Here / Jivatma
 -  Non-moving free also Dehi is 
    there

-  Mountain / Stone
 -  Inert
 -  No Jivatma

e) Why Dehi is in all the giving beings?
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f) Sarvagatatvat :

• It is all pervading, it is in all living beings Including Plants.

IV) Sthithapi Api :

a) Even though it is living, Present, residing

b) Even though Atma is in the Body of Everyone, when the Body is Destroyed, Atma, 

    Awareness, Consciousness, will not be Destroyed.

c)
Container Content

Pot Broken Milk Spills, gets Destroyed

d) Normal Law :

• When Container is Destroyed, Content gets Destroyed

e) In the Case of Atma, when Body Container is Destroyed, Consciousness, Dehi, Atma is not 

     Destroyed.

f) Space in Pot not Destroyed, Milk Destroyed

g) Dehe Sharire Sthitha Api

V) Therefore, Don’t Grieve.
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274) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 30 Continues

Summary of 1st Line - Essence

I) Even when the Physical Body of any living being – Tree, Plant, Animals, Birds, Human is 

Destroyed.

a) Sarvasya Prani Jatasya, Sammuhaha, Group

b) 
Sharira Atma Dehi / Sharira

Destroyed Not Destroyed

c) When Body is born, Atma is not Born

d) Na Vadyaha Bavati Yasmat Evam Tasmat

e) Because of this Particular reason, that when Body is Destroyed, Embodied Atma – Self, is not  

Destoryed

f) Sarvani Butani Uttdishya Tvam Shochitum Na Arhasi.



1186

II) You Cannot grieve over any living being

III) Sarva Butani :

• Any living being.

a)
Butani

Living being5 Elements

HereNot Here

b) May you not grieve over any living beings, like Bhishma, Drona.

c) Karna, Duryodhana not mentioned, if he dies Arjuna may be happy

d) Uttishya :

• Over them, with respect to them.

e) Shochitum Na Arhasi - No Grief

IV) Upasamhara Shloka

• Sankhya Yoga Portion, Verse 12 to 30 Verses.

V) Anvaya - Verse 30 :

• Eh Bharatha, Sarvaha Sthithaha Api, Ayam Dehi Nityam Avadhyaha Bavati

• Tasmat, Tvam Sarvani Butani Uttishya Shochitum Na Arhasi.
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275) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 31 : 

In 2.30 it is Stated that in the light of the Ultimate Truth neither grief nor delusion is 
possible. Not only in the light of Ultimate Truth is this so, but also.

Introduction to Verse 31

I) Iha :

• In Verse 30

II) Iti Uktam :

• Idea has been given.

III) No Scope for grief or Conflict from the Standpoint of Atma Jnanam, the higher

• Truth = Adhyatmika Drishti

 = Spiritual Angle 

• Philosophical Angle over.
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IV) Arjunas Problem from Ethical Angle

a) Supposition :

• Arjuna may Argue – I Understand what you Say.

b) I Should not worry over Atma, Atma, Does not die

c) I Should not worry over death of Anatma, because Anatmas Death is a Natural fact.

d) I should not worry over a fact, Apariharye Arthe (Verse 27)

e) Atmas mortality not the Cause of grief, it has no Mortality

f) Anatmas mortality not cause, because it is its Nature.

V) I am not grieving over Bhishmas Body’s Death

a) Accept Verse 27

b) If Bhishma Dies Naturally I will Accept.

VI) Problem :

• You are making me the Cause of Death.

• I, the body will be killing Bhishma’s Body

a) Why am I forced to do such an Action.

b) I am becoming the Killer of my own people.
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c)
Killing

My Own PeopleAnyone

-  Who are to be Protected by 
    me
 -  Violation of Rule of Ahimsa

-  Is Himsa

d)

Grief

But Violation of Not Death of Bhishma

-  Ahimsa - Paramo Dharma
 -  Dharma Shastra Vidhi I will be 
    Violating

e) If Bhishma goes Naturally, I wont Cry, he is old, Good news, Celebration.

f) How can I Violate the Rule of Ahimsa - Arjuna Asks Krishna Directly in Verse 31.
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g) Krishna :

• From Ethical Angle also I will justify.

h)

Not only Mahabharatha war is 
Legitimate from

Ethical, Dharmic Angle AlsoSpiritual Angle 

i) You can’t protest based on Ethics

• Kintu Svadharma Drishta Vaha, Shokaha, Mohaha, Na Sambavati.
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276) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 31 :

Further, looking at thy own duty, thou ought not to waver, for there is 
nothing higher for a ksatriya than a righteous war. [Chapter 2 - Verse 31]
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Gist

I)

2 Types

illegetimateLegitimate

-  Improper-  Proper
 -  Mahabharatha War
 -  Taken as last resort to protect 
    Dharma
 -  Sama, Dana, Bheda
 -  it is Ethical
 -  Ahimsa and Himsa both are 
    Dharma

Violence

II) General Rule :

• Utsarga Himsa should not be done

• Specific, exceptional – Apavada Rule :

• Himsa can be done to Protect Dharma

• Doctors Surgery, Policeman’s Lathi Charges.
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III) Dharmya Yuddham = Mahabharatha War

• Ok For a Kshatriya

IV) Aside Point :

a) Religions Organizations are talking today about Dharma Yuddham as proper

b) They Quote Chapter 2 - Verse 31 Gita 

c) Dharma Yuddham proper only if it is taken by Authorized group.

d) Not thought by Anyone but only by Kshatriyas.

e) Brahmana, Veidika, Veishya, Shudra can’t take to Dharma Yuddham.

f) Dharma Yuddham allowed only by an authorized group

g) Authorised by the king or Government

• Police / Army can do Violence.

h) Sanyasi Organizations :

• Can’t Say Dharma Yuddham

• Sanyasi not Authorised group.

i) Sanyasi can’t fight for Dharmas

• Only Kshatriyas can take to Dharma Yuddham.
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Revision : Chapter - Verse 31

I) Chapter 2 - Verse 12 to 30 :

• Adhyatmika Drishti - Philosophical Arguments in Support of Mahabharatha War and 
Also as Remedy for Arjunas Sorrow.

II) Verse 31 to 33 :

a) Dharmika Drishti

b) Arjuna :

• Improper to fight War because War is Violence

• Violence is Unethical, immoral.

c) Dharma Shastra :

• Ahimso Paramo Dharma

• This Rule will be Violated, Arjuna May Argue.
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III) Krishnas Answer :

a)

2 Types

Exceptions ExistGenerally

-  For Protecting Dharma, Violence 
    is Ok if all Normal Non-violent 
    means have been exhausted
 -  Not 1st Means to protect Dharma
 -  Only as the last means

-  Unethical

Violence

b) Violence can’t be taken by all the people.

• Group of Sanyasis can’t take to Violence quoting this Verse.

c) Authorized Group has right to use Legitimate Violence

d) Army, Police can take to Violence, not other Citizens.

e) Kshatriya alone can resort to Violence (Not Bramanas, Vaishyas, Shudras)

f) Arjuna has Legitimate

• Duty to use Violence.
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Topic No. 277 to 278 :

‘The law of your life’ – Your law is the Ksatriya’s law of battle. With due regard to that, 
you ought not to be perturbed or Upset. The righteous law of battle is what is natural 
to, is the very nature of, a Ksatriya. Such is the purport. And battle is for the sake of 
Righteousness and people’s security, through the conquest of the world. Hence it is 
eminently righteous, Dharmya, which means what is not divorced from righteousness. 
Than a righteous battle, no greater good can accrue to a Ksatriya. This is the reason for 
the Assertion in 2.31.
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277) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 31 Starts

I) Svadharmam Api :

• Svadha Dharma - Ones own Duty = Yuddham.

a) Arjuna - Kshatriya his Duty

b) Duty of War 

• Avekshya – Seeing, Looking into

• Vikampitum – To Deviate, To Stray away.

Na Arhasi :

• Should not Stray away from Duty of War.

II) Atma Svabavikast Dharma :

• Natural Duty

• Svabava = Character

• Atma = Antahkarana Gunaha.
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III) Your Duty is to fight not because of Kshatriya Jati

• Hereditary Duty.

IV) Svadha = According to your Svabava.

V)
Career Based on

CharacterHeredity

-  Propensity
 -  Indignation

-  Caste Claims profession based on 
    Birth

VI) Shankara Doesn’t Say Jati but Gunataha Svabava

• According to Character, Do you Duty of fighting war = Nature Dharma.

278) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 31 Continues
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1st Line Over 

2nd Line :

I) Dharmat Anapetam 

• In Keeping with 

• In Harmony with 

• In Consonance with, not Deviating from.

II) Not Deviating from righteousness = Fair, just

III)
War is

Just Fair Righteous

• Violence with take Place, Unjust

• Why War is fair?

IV) When Kshatriya fights War, he can get control over the Kingdom, Society, Earth.

a) Through his power, he can protect Dharma

b) Promote Dharma, Justice

c) War helps Kshatriya in Controlling the Country

d) Promote Justice

e) Indirectly, it is a just war.
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f) By Controlling Society, he can Control Dharma.

g) Praja Rakshanartham :

• Protect Citizens

h) Destruction for Constructive Purpose

V) Ultimate Purpose = Constructive 

• Hence War is Dharmyam.

VI) War is Superficially Destructive but Ultimately it is Constructive only.

VII) It is a just, Dharmic War, Param Dharmyam, just, rig righteous war.

VIII) Sreyaha = Sreyas Sadhanam Margas Karanam.

• Good means for the well being for a Kshatriya

• For Spiritual growth of Kshatriya who fight the War and good for Society.

• Nothing else exists other than a righteous war for a Kshatriya

IX) You should not deviate from your Natural Duty.

X) Anvaya - Verse 31 :

• Svadharmam Apcha Aveshya

• Tvam Vikampitum Na Arhasi

• Kshatriyasya Hi, Dharmyat Yuddhat

• Anyatu Sreyaha Na Vidyate.
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279) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 32 : 

What additional reason is there for Fighting? Answer :

Introduction to Verse 32

I) Kutaha Cha :

• Because of What more reasons also, Arjuna, Kshatriya has to fight the War.

II)
Fight for 3 Reasons

Dharma Rakshartham Praja Rakshas Artham Kshatriyasya Sreyas Karam

III) 4th Reason :

• Veera Svarga Dvaram – Verse 32

• Special Type of Heaven exclusively reserved for Kshatriya type of People.
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280) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 32 :

Happy indeed are the ksatriyas, O Partha, who are called to fight in such a 
battle that comes of itself as an open door to heaven.[Chapter 2 - Verse 32]
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Gist :

I) Mahabharatha was is a wonderful Opportunity that comes for Arjuna

II) Apavruttam Svarga Dvaram :

• Open Gateway to heaven

III) By Chance it has come 

• You have tried to Avoid it

• Inspite of your effort, war has come to you.

• God given Opportunity, let it not Slip from Your hand.

IV) Why are you Crying based on Dharmika Drishti.

281) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 32 Starts

‘By Chance’, i.e., what has come unsought. An Open Gateway to heaven is this war. Are 
not Ksatriyas happy to get a chance to wage a War like this?
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I) Yadruchhaya = Aprarthiya 

• By Chance it has come 

• That which has not been asked by me

II) Unasked for 

a) Because of Prarabda Punyam

b) Upapannam - Agatham come to you, Reached your door.

c) Svarga Dvaram = Gateway to heaven.

d) Apavrutam = Utghatitam

          = Open

• Apa and A and Vru (To open) - Dhatu

III) These are rare

• Kshatriyas who get Such a Yuddham as an open Gateway to Svarga.

• Travel of Sukshma Shariram after, Death is Assumed here, other Lokas Assumed.
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IV) Aren't such Kshatriyas fortunate?

• Seize the Opportunity

V) Anvaya – Verse 32 :

• Eh Partha, Kshatriyaha, Apavrutam, Svargam Dvaram Cha

• Yidrusham Yuddham Labanthe.

VI) Yuddham – 3 Adjectives

a) Yadruchhaya Upapannam one Description of War

b) Apavrutam Svarga Dvaram 2nd Description.

c) Yidrisham

d) Such a Yuddham fortunate Kshatriyas alone get.
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282) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 33 : 

I) Verse 31, 32 - Fighting War gives positive benefit

   - Therefore, Fight War

   - Gives Punyam and Svargam

II) Verse 33 :

• Negative Language 

• If you don’t want Punyam, Svarga, then also you have to fight the War.

III) Not fighting the War will give you Papam and Narakam.

IV) Why?

• Fighting War has come to you as Duty, as Dharma

• If you don’t do that, it will come under Svadharma Tyagaha.

This war has offered itself to you as your duty; still,
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VI) To Avoid Narakam, you have to fight, Even if you don’t want Svarga

VII) Kartavyata Praptam Api :

• War has come to you as an Obligatory Duty, in this manner

• Giving up which you will incur Papam and go to Narakam.

V)
Omission of Duty

Pratyavaya Papam

Takes you to Narakam
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283) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 33 :

But, if you will not fight this righteous war, then having abandoned your 
own duty and fame, you shall incur sin. [Chapter 2 - Verse 33]
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Gist :

I) Papam Prapti will come by Yuddha Akaranam

II) Previous 2 Verses 31, 32 :

• Yuddha Karanat Punya Prapti

III) Yuddham = Dharmic Duty.

284) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 33 Starts

‘On the other hand’ if you do not fight this war that is righteous, i.e. the war that 
conforms with the rules of righteousness, for that very reason, abandoning the ‘Law of 
your life’ and forfeiting the ‘renown’ gained in your duel with Shiva and the like, you 
will incur sin.
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I) Atha Chet = On the other hand, Suppose

II) Dharmyam = Dharmat Anapetam

• Keeping with Righteousness.

III) Sangramam = Yuddham / War

    = Not Village

                           = Gramaha

IV) If you don’t fight the War, tat Akaranat, by Omission of your Duty as Yuddham.

V)
You will loose

KirtiSvadharma

-  Status
 -  Prestige
 -  Mahadeva
 -  Fame

a) Arjuna fought with Shiva for Pashupata Astram, got War, in Mahabharatha Story.

b) Arjuna has thought with Indra also

c) Samagama - Encounters

d) Fame has come because of you past Battles of Fame.
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VI) People will not remember your Past but will Mock at you if you run away from Battle Now.

VII) Later ones Overshadow Previous ones

VIII) Previous glories will be Erased

• Kirtim - Next Verse, Details

IX) Will get Pratyavaya Papam

X) Anvaya – Verse 33 :

• Atha Tvam Imam Dharmyam Sangramam Na Karishyasi Chet.

• Tataha, Svadharmam, Kirtim Cha Hitva

• Papam Avapsyasi….
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285) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 34 : 

Not only will you have given up the Righteous law of your life and renown----

I) Verse 31 to 33 - Dharmika Drishti

a) War is a Source of Punyam

b) Giving up War is source of Papam

c) Punya - Papa - Dharmika Drishti is over

II) Laukika Drishti (Worldly Angle) Verse 34 to 36

• Have to fight the War

III) Not only will you loose your Svadharma and Kirti (Fame), following Adverse Consequences 

      will come.

IV) Arjuna May Say :

• I don’t believe in Punya - Papam both Adrishtam

• Svarga, Naraka, Don’t believe.
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IV) 
If you Don’t believe in 2 Drishtis

Dharmika DrishtiAdhyatmika Drishti

Veda Purva BagaVeda Antha Baga

a) Both are Apaurusheya Vishaya, Veda Pramanam 

b) Worldly Angle – must fight 

c) Prestige issue is very big a Person in the world.
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286) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 34 :

People too will recount your everlasting dishonour; and to one who has 
been honoured, dishonour is more than death. [Chapter 2 - Verse 34]
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Gist :

I) Will get ill fame, bad name 

a) Butani = Living Human beings here

b) Will take illa of you 

c) If unknown, Don’t have Prestige, no need to Protect

d) In Your Case, Sambavitu you are, well known, Popular in the Society.

e) Loosing Prestige is worse than Death itself 

f) Arjuna for fame, Honour sake fight the War.

287) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 34 Starts

All will recount your everlasting ‘infamy’ for a long time to come. For one Honoured so 
far for Virtues like righteousness, Bravery and so forth, infamy is worse than Death. 
The Sense is that for an Honourable man death is preferable to infamy. Besides,
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I) Butani Tey Api Katha Ishyanti :

• All human beings will Criticise you, Depreciate you, talk ill of you. 

II) Avyayam – Akeertim :

• Dheerga Kala, words will be lasting in the world.

III) Sambavitasya :

• Honoured, Placed in High Pedestel, Samyaku Bavitaha

IV) Sambavayati to Keep in high Position

a) Vadyar Sambavanai :

• Honour Brahman who has done all the work

b) Sambavitaha :

• Honoured as Dharmatma, Dharmika Antahkarana Purusha.

c) Shuraha – Courageous 

d) With such Glories, Vibhutis, Sambavitaha, you have been Honoured in the Society.

e) After enjoying such a Position.

f) Akirtihi :

• Falling from high position is unfortunate – How unfortunate?

IV) It Surpasses, worse, Atirichyate, than Maranam

a) Atrich :

• To surpass, to excel.



1217

b) It is worse, Greater than Death

c) Between Death – ill fame, intelligent will Choose death rather than ill fame.

d) Sambivitasya Purushasya :

• For a Person of Prestige in Society, Death is better choice compared to Akirtihi, ill 
fame, loose of Prestige, infame.

V) Pranavapi Parityajya Manam Eva Api Rakshatu

a) Can leave Pranam to Safeguard your Honour, Manam

b) Manam = Honour not Sky

c) Reason :

• Anityo Bavati Pranaha

• Prana comes, goes.
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d) Manas Tu a - Chandra Tarakam.

e)
Honour Prana

-  Long
 -  Choose

-  Short
 -  Drop

VI) Varam = Better

VII) Anvaya - Verse 34 :

• Butani Apicha tey Avyayam Akirtim Kathaishyanti.

• Sambavitasyacha - Purushasya (Person who is Honoured)

• Akirtihi Maranath Atirichyate

• Ati - Rich - Dhatu (Higher).
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288) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 35 : 

289) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 35 :
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The great battalion commanders will think that you have withdrawn from the battle 
through fear; and you will be looked down upon by those who had thought much of 
you and your heroism in the past. [Chapter 2 - Verse 35]

Gist :

I) Krishna explains ill fame of Verse 34

II) 
You may withdraw from War out of

LoveCompassion

• Healthy, Positive Motive but Motive is Invisible.

III) Society will project some other Motive

a) This is Problem is Society

b) Duryadhana will not attach Positive Motive 

c) They take opportunity like Opposition party

• Roads put because of election.

d) Arjuna withdraw because of fear of Karna, Dhryodhana

e) Attach negative motive 

f) Nothing more than this.
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Revision : Chapter 2 - Verse 35 :

I)

II) Adhyatmika Drishti :

• Verse 12 to 30

• Atma is Akarta, Atma is Nityaha.

III) Dharmika Drishti - Verse 31 to 33 :

• Duty of Kshatriya to protect a Legitimate War for Protecting Dharma - Punya - Papam.

IV) Laukika Drishti - Verse 34 to 36 :

a) Even if Arjuna Doesn’t believe in Atma, Punya Papam, Still fight to protect his Prestige, 

     Honour.

b) After coming to Battle field, if Kshatriya withdraws from War, it will tarnish his Name 

c) If Arjuna withdraws, with Motive of compassion and love for Bhishma, Drona.

d) Motive Invisible, Kauravas will attach negative Motive only.

Lord Krishna is encouraging Arjuna to 
fight Mahabharatha war by Various 

Angles

Adhyatmika Drishti Dharmika Drishti Laukika Drishti
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e) Example :

• Government does good work Opposition - Election coming.

V) Verse 35 – Duryodhana :

• You were frightened of Opposite army.

a) If Honour goes away, as Ordinary person, it does not Matter.

b) Arjuna famous, loosing fame as good as Maranam 

c) Better to die, rather than loose the Honour.

Topic No. 290 to 291 :

Due to fear of Karna and others you have withdrawn from Battle and not due to 
Compassion – so will mighty heroes like Duryodhana think. Who will think so? Those 
very heroes, Duryodhana etc., who esteemed you as very rich in virtues. Now you will 
become light in their esteem. 
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290) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 35 Starts

I) Out of fear of Karma (Great Archer), and others

a) Ranat = Yuddhat

b) From the War, if you withdraw, others will think a different Motive, imagine Bayam, never 

     will Say, you withdraw out of Compassion but withdraw out of fear only.

c) Maharatha 2 :

• Opposition (Duryodhana) will present Negative image.

d) Bhishma, Drona May not think

II) They will spread the news among great Warriors

• Arjuna will loose Prestige in Society.
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291) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 35 Continues

I) After enjoying their respect Loosing them is more Painful.

a) Yesham :

• Duryodhana (Archers)

b)
Bahu Mataha

As Great Considered 

c) Arjuna is Endowed with Great Skills

d) In this Way Arjuna was thought by his people.
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II) Arjuna Enjoyed Great glory, respect.

a) Hereafter, you will become Smaller in their Vision.

b) Alpatvam will become too small in their Vision.

III) Anvaya - Verse 35 :

• Maharathaha, Tvam Bayat Ranat Uparatham, Mamsyanthe.

• Esham Cha Bahu Mataha Butva Tvam Lagavam Yasyasi.
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292) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 36 : 

Also

293) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 36 :
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Gist :

I) Same Topic :

a) Other people will gossip, Spread Rumours, indecent expressions.

b) People will add more and you will have to hear them.

c) All have one Aim will Question your skill in Archery.

d) Will kill your fame

e) Kshatriya is always ego Centred.

Topic No. 294 to 295 :

And many unspeakable words will you enemies speak cavilling about your 
powers. What can be more painful than this?[Chapter 2 - Verse 36]
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‘Many unmentionable insults’ – they are of many sorts that your foes will hurl at you, 
pouring scorn over your competence, established by your encounters with Nivata-
kavaca and others. Is there any pain worse than Suffering such insults? That no pain 
can be more miserable is the sense.

294) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 36 Starts

I) Avachya Vadan – Avyaktyva Vadan :

• Indecent expressions will be used by People.

II) For imagination, no Limit at all

III) Enemies will utter words Degrading, belittling, Pulling Dow – Utsayati, Nindantaha

IV) Your Samarthyam – Your Skill in Archery

• Niwasa Rakshashas Killed by Arjuna

V) Just because you withdraw in one War, they will Suppress old Victories, Project this Battle 

     and will belittle you.
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295) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 36 Continues

I) Thataha - Nindha Praptehe Dukhat :

• Other than words of Criticism which cause Sorrow, there is no worse Sorrow.

II) Compared to this pain, no other Pain.

III)

2 Bodies

Yasha KayaMamsa Kayaha

-  Body Made up of Name and fame
 -  They are more worried about Yasha 
    Kaya, not Mamsa Kaya
 -  Will protect Yasha Shariram

-  Flesh Body
 -  Physical Body

Kshatriya
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IV) Arjuna, you will be loosing that Yasha Shariram in Protecting Bhishma, Drona, others.

V) What is more Painful than Nindha – Arjuna?

VI) There is nothing more Painful than this

VII) To Protect your prestige, fight this War.

VIII) Anvaya – Verse 36 :

• Tava Samarthyam, Nindhantaha Santaha...

• Tva Ahitaha Bahun Avashya Vadam Cha Vadishyanti

• Tathaha Dukha Taram Kim Nu Bavati.
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296) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 37 : 

On the other hand in the Battle with Karna and the rest,

I) Introduction of Verse 27 – Karma Yoga

II) Krishna Convinced that Arjuna will be convinced by one of the Arguments.

III) If Arjuna is Convinced and decides to fight the War, what should be his attitude?

IV) You are going to get Positive Benefit whether you win or Loose the War.

V) 100% Win – Win Situation

VI) If you fight with Karna, this should be your attitude

• Arjunas problem is with Karna.
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297) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 37 :

Slain, you will obtain heaven; victorious, you will enjoy the earth; 
therefore, stand up, O son of Kunti, resolved to fight.[Chapter 2 - Verse 37]
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Gist :

I) You will get a Bright future by Fighting

II)
2 Possibilities

Loose the WarWin the War

-  Get Killed
 -  Go to Veera Svarga
 -  Better Bhoga Anubhava

-  Will get Kingdom back
 -  It will be a Pleasurable life
 -  Bhoga Anubhava

Topic No. 298 to 299 :



1234

If you are slain you will win heaven. Victorious over heroes like Karna and others, you 
will enjoy this world. In either case, you stand only to gain – this is the Lord’s idea. 
Such being the case, O son of Kunti! Get up, determined to fight i.e., having resolved, 
“I shall either conquer my foes or Perish”. This is the Idea. 

298) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 37 Starts

I) 1st Half of Verse :

• If you are killed by your enemies, you will go to Veera Svarga

II) If you kill them (Karna) and win the War, you will enjoy Bhoga – Mahim Vast Kingdom and 

     Pleasures.

III) Either way, win or Loose, it is a Profitable Proposition only.
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299) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 37 Continues 

I) Because it is a Win – Win Situation, will always win.

II) 2nd Line :

• Therefore, get up, oh Arjuna, with a Determination to fight the War.

III) What type of Determination, Arjuna should have?

a) I shall win over my enemies by Killing them

b) Or, in this Attempt, I will Perish, give up my life.

c) Ji – Jayati to win Mriyate - To Die

d) With such a Determination, may you Start the War

e) Kruta Nishchaya = name of Arjuna, Determined Arjuna

IV) Anvaya – Verse 37 :

• Hataha San, Svargam Va Prapsyaasi Pra and Aap – Dhatu, Jitva Mahim Va Bokshyase.

• Hey Kaunteya, Tasmat Kruta Nishchayaha San Yuddhaya Uttishta.
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300) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 38 : 

Listen to this Instruction of Mine addressed to one who fights with the Idea, ‘Fighting 
is the law of my life’.

I) If you agree with my proposal to Start the War, with what attitude you should fight this 

    war

II) Attitude of Karma Yoga Buddhi, Bavana

III) Seed for Karma Yoga Teaching

IV) Agrees to fight war is my Svadharma

V) Fight with Bavana that Dharma Yuddham is my Kartavyam.

VI) Upadesha in Verse 38.
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301) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 38 :

Having made pleasure and pain, gain and loss, victory and defeat the same, 
engage in battle for the sake of battle; thus, you shall not incur sin. 
[Chapter 2 - Verse 38]
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Gist :

I) Only have Samatva Bavana

II) Karma Yoga (Karma Yoga) Definition

• Samatvam Yoga Uchyate 

III) Karma Yoga - Samatvam

Pleasure Pain Gain Loss Success failure

IV) Whatever be the experience same Krutva Yuddhasva

V) May you have Poised Mind in all experiences, that makes it Karma Yoga.

Topic No. 302 to 303 :
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‘Looking with an equal eye’ on Pleasure and pain, i.e., without attachment to the 
former or aversion to the latter. Similarly in respect of gain and loss, victory and 
defeat. Thus strive to fight. Fighting thus, you will not incur sin. This counsel is 
incidental.

302) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 38 Starts

I) Sukha Dukhe Same Krutva :

• In Pleasure and pain, be poised, Same, Tulye, be equal.

a) Make them equal

• How Pleasure = Pain?

b) Experientially, Verbally - Different and diagonally opposite

c) How Krishna Advises Viparita Darshanam?

d) If Opposites are seen as Equals, is it right or wrong Vision?

e) Guru - Corrects wrong Vision.
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II)
We can never

Raaga - Dvesha AkrutvaSee Pleasure, Pain equally

-  May your reactions to Sukham, 
    Dukham be Subdued
 -  Not elated with Sukham, 
    Depressed with Dukham
 -  But Enjoy a Balanced Mind

-  Not Aim of Verse 30

III)

Equanimity

But with respect to my response 
in the Mind

Not with respect to Object of 

PainPleasure
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IV)

Thoughts Decided by

VasanasWill

Mind reacts with thoughts

V) Dont allow Vasanas to decide your thoughts

VI) Discriminate, Pause for a Moment, use intellect, use will to Decide on your thoughts.

VII) This is Upadesha, Important commentary

a) Tulye Krutva = Raaga Dvesha Akrutva

= Not entertaining attachment, Aversion thoughts.

b)

Sama Darshanam in terms of 

Not in terms of objects ThemselvesYour response
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VIII)

-  Not made same
 -  Mind made to rest in equanimity 
    When opposite experience come 
    Due to Punyam - Papam 
    fructifications
 -  Samou Krutva, Raaga - Dvesha 
    Akrutva

-  Alabha
 -  Loss

-  Labha
 -  Profit

IX)

-  Same Krutva
 -  Raaga - Dvesha Akrutva

AjayaJaya

FailureVictory
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X)
Receive News

BadGood

-  India Got defeated in Cricket
 -  Child failed in Exams

-  India Defeated in Cricket
 -  Child Passed Exams

XI) Both are Extremes

• Have entertainment, Dont get Carried away by those twin Experience in life.

XII) Tathaha – After Preparing the Mind

• Mental Preparation is time consuming

• Mental Preparation = Karma Yoga.

XIII) Mental Preparation

• Sankalpa in our Tradition

• Mamo partha, Samastha Duri Darsha Dvara, Sri Parameshwara Preethyartham

• Samatvam Krutva

XIV) Yujjasva = Ghatasva 

• May you prepare you mind, get Ready, Brace yourself for War.
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303) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 38 Continues 

I) Na Papam Avapsasi :

• You will never get Papam, Adverse Result.

II) Evam Yuddham Kuruvan :

• When? If you fight War with a Prepared mind set.

a) Yuddha Karanam = Every undertaking we take up in Sports, Business, Investments

b) Going out to get a Job Done

c) Don’t Say :

• I should Succeed - Prayer

d) Instead Say :

• Oh Lord, give me the Equanimity, Whatever be the result of Effort – Success or failure 
= Changed Prayer.



1245

e) Change from 

To SpiritualityMaterialism

-  Not Asking for Success
 -  Want equanimity
 -  Then Karma Yoga Starts
 -  Na Papam Avapsasi
 -  No News is bad news

-  I should Succeed Prayer
 -  Loka Jayaha

III) This is the Teaching 

• Upadesha - Prasangikaha incidental Teaching

a) Important word Prasangikaha

b)
Krishna tells in this Verse

How to FightTo fight

JnanamKarma

c) Samuchhaya Vadi :

• Krishna taught  Jnanam in Verse 12 to 30.
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d) Now in Verse 38 – How to do Karma taught

e) Svadharma Anushtanam Karma

f) Bhagawad Gita is Teaching Jnanam (Verse 12 to 30) and Karma in Verse 38

g) What is Central Teaching? Tatparyam Kim?

• Jnana Karma Samuchhaya Vada.

IV) Shankara :

a) Krishna not teaching Jnana Karma Samuchhaya Vada

b)
2 Teachings for 2 Different People

Jnana YogaKarma Yoga

-  Taught for Adhikari's
 -  No karma Yoga for fit person
 -  Non-functional

-  Taught for Anadhikari (Unfit 
    Person)
 -  No Jnana Yoga
 -  Non-functional

c) Seekers Different 

d) One Seeker Does not have both Qualifications functioning Simultaneously

e) Person May practice both Karma Yoga and Jnana Yoga

• Only one will be functioning from Spiritual Angle.
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f) No Samuchhaya Vada

g) Karma Yoga is Incidental Teaching for an Unqualified Student

h) What is Primary Teaching of Gita?

• Gita is a Moksha Shastram for a Qualified Student.

i)
Teaching

But Jnana YogaNot Karma Yoga

-  Tat Tvam Asi
 -  Tat Brahma Tvam Asi
 -  For qualified Student 

-  Not Tat Paryam of Gita
 -  Not Jnanasya Angam

j) 1st Chapter - Naishkarmya Siddhi :

k)

Not possible

AngiAnga

Jnana YogaKarma Yoga
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L) Samuchhaya also not possible 

m) 100 Verses - Chapter 1

• Naishkarmya Siddhi Condensed in Chapter 2 – Verse 38 in one word Prasangika.

n) Not Teaching of Gita.

Revision : Chapter 2 – Verse 38 :

I) Lord Krishna Encourages Arjuna to fight the Mahabharatha War by giving reasons from 3 

    Different Angles

a) Adhyatma Drishti :

• Spiritual Knowledge

b) Dharmika Drishti

• Ethical Angle

c) Laukika Drishti

• Worldly Angle 

II) a) Adhyatma Angle - Most Important :

• Krishna uses gita for Adhyatmika Vidya.

b) No Tatparyam of Teaching in Dharma.
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c) Gita

It is a Moksha ShastraNot a Dharma

-  Primary Teaching
 -  Tatparyam

-  Secondary Teaching
 -  Anuvada

d) Therefore Gita Included in prasthana Trayam

e) Gita = Upanishad Sara

f) Prasangikaha Upadesha :

• If it is not Said, Gita will appear to be a combination of Jnanam and Karma.

g) To negate Jnana Karma Samuchhaya Shankara has to repeatedly Say :

• Where ever Dharma is Discussed, Duty is Discussed, there is no Tatparyam in that.

h) Dutyless Atma is Tatparyam, is beauty

• Duty is a Burden (Excise Duty)

i) Dharma, Karma – Incidental Topics of Gita.

j) Jnanam = Prime Topic.

III) Anvaya - Verse 38 :

• Sukha Dukhe, Labha Labou, Jaya Jayou Cha, Same Krutva, Tataha Yuddaya, Yujasva.

• Evam Papam Na Avapsyasi.
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IV) Incidental Grammar Point :

Samaha (Adjective)

Equal Samam Sama Feminine

Masculine Neuter Equal for 3 Pairs

• Neuter - Sukha Dukha

• Masculine – Labah Alabam

• Masculine - Jaya Ajaya

V) What should the Gender of Samaha?

• 2 Words – Masculine

• 1 Word - Gender

VI) Same - Neuter here

a) Rule :

• Know Relative strength of each Gender

b) Neuter - Most Powerful

     Masculine – 2nd 

     Feminine - Least
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c) If 2 Genders, Adjective should go with most powerful – Neuter.

d) If Masculine / Feminine - Adjective = Masculine

     Masculine / Neuter / Feminine – Adjective = Neuter

e) Same used in Neuter Gender not Samou Krutva.

f)
Same

Feminine = Same Same Samaha

Neuter = Samam Same Samani

• According to this Rule

• A - Karantaha Na Pumsakalingaha

• Sama – Shabda

• Dritiya – Dvi Vachanam

• Prasangika = Topic incidental.
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Topic No. 304 to 305 :

Considerations of worldly wisdom in (2.31 to 36) were Cited with a view to dispelling 
grief and delusion, and not as ends in themselves. But what is relevant in this context 
is the perception of the Ultimate reality. What has already been remarked about it is 
concluded here (2.39) in order to set forth Clearly the Valid Divisions of the Sastra. For, 
once this division is set forth here, the Later recurrence to it in 3.3 will easily make this 
Sastra, comprising the two disciplines, fully operative, and the listeners will grasp it 
smoothly in all its details. Hence the Lord Says:
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304) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 39 : Starts

I) Prasangikaha :

• Incidental, not Primary Topic.

II) For elimination of Sorrow and Delusion from the Mind of Arjuna

III) Worldly, Ethical Principle was Mentioned by Krishna

• Honour, Prestige = Laukika Nyaya (Principle, Rule, Teaching)

IV) Verse 31 onwards Upto 38 :

• Svadharma = Duty Emphasised.
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a) That is not the Main Teaching of Gita

b) Most Popular notion :

• Gita is teaching Duty.

c) Gita - Teaches

Asks you to Act Do Duty Svadharma

d) Because of Vedic Wisdom Shankara Says Brahma Vidya is Teaching of Gita, not Svadharma 

     (Doing Duty - Action – Karma)

e) Sanyasa is Teaching of Gita

f) Because of Sheer Conviction of Vedic teaching

e) Gita is based on Upanishad 

h) Dharma, Puja, has been Talked, not Central theme of Gita.

V) What is Central theme?

• Paramartha Darshanam Tu Iha Prakrutam.

a) The Knowledge of the Absolute reality (Paramartha – Atma Tattvam - Brahma Tattvam)

b) Darshanam = Aparoksha Jnanam

          = I am that

c) Atma Va Aree Drishtavyaha = Central theme.
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d) Iha Prakrutam :

• This is topic for Discussion

VI) Mimamsa Rule :
To Find out Central theme of a Text

SamharaUpakrama how it begins

-  Upasamhara how ti ends
 -  Clue
Krishna Starts Teaching :
 -  Gita Chapter 2 – Verse 12
 -  Atma – Nityaha = Subject matter 
Katho Upanishad :
 -  Anyatra Dharmat Anyatra 
    Adharmat
 -  No Karma 

1) Gita is an emotional wave of Teaching Atma Vidya to a Worldly Oriented person

2) Focus on Teaching Brahma Vidya portion and Meditation on Chapter 2 - Verse 12 to 30

-  How it ends 
Gita :
 -  Chapter 18 – Verse 66 
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Gita :

It is not that at any time (in the past), indeed was I not, nor were you, nor these rulers of men. 
Nor verily, shall we ever cease to be hereafter. [Chapter 2 - Verse 12 ]

Abandoning all Dharmas, (Of the body, Mind and intellect), take refuge in me alone; I will 
liberate thee, from all sins; grieve not. [Chapter 18 - Verse 66]
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3)
Krishna - Why Fight War?

Verse 31 to 33Verse 12 to 30 Verse 34 to 36

-  Dharmika Drishti
 -  Ethical Reasoning
 -  War is righteous duty for 
    Kshatriya
 -  Protect Dharma, Society
 -  Open's door to Svargam
 -  Fight to Avoid Narakam, 
    Papam
 -  Source of Punyam, Papam 
    = War

-  Remedy for Arjunas 
    Sorrow
 -  Adhyatmika Drishti, 
    Reasoning

-  Laukika Drishti
 -  Fight to Protect prestige, 
    Honour

VII) How can eternal, Akarta Atma be ever connected to Karma?

a) That Paramartha Darshanam is taught by Krishna from Verse 11 to 30 – Main Teaching    

    (Jnana Yoga) Primary.

b) Verse 31 to 38 – Incidental teaching (Karma Yoga) Secondary.

c) Concluded in 39th Verse

d) Delete – Verse 31 to 38 = Karma Yoga.
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e) Verse 39 = Conclusion of Jnana Yoga

VIII) Esha Tey Abhihita Sankhye :

• Why he concludes Jnana Yoga formally?

a) To Show 2 Different Shastrams

b) Candidate Different

c) One Candidate cannot combine Karma Yoga and Jnana Yoga, hence Shastra Bheda.

d) Debate :
Is Veda

Or Shastra DvayamEka Shastram

-  Shankara 
 -  Follow one at a time
 -  Karma Yogi can’t be Jnana Yogi 
    Simultaneously

-  Bartru Hari
 -  All Philosophers

e) As a Sadhaka, can be only one Candidate.

f)

Different Shastram, Candidate different

Brahma ShastramKarma Shastram
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305) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 39 : Continues 

Introduction to Verse 39

I) 
Krishna Divides

Jnana YogaKarma Yoga

-  Chapter 3, 4, 5
 -  Candidates Different 

-  Chapter 13, 14, 15
 -  Candidates Different 
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II) If person practices both, one will be Dummy

• It will not be working for the Candidate

III) If Jnana Yoga is functioning efficiently, Karma Yoga is Dummy, Does not Play much of a Role.

IV) With Karma Yoga Sadhana Chatushtaya Sampatti is already there

• Karma Yoga is not relevant.

V) If Karma Yoga relevant, Vedanta Sravanam will be Dummy.

• Jnana Yoga will not be functioning.

VI) Karma Yoga - Jnana Yoga Distinctly presented in Chapter 2, Chapter 3, Can say Candidates 

      are different.

VII) Chapter 3 – Verse 3

a) Jnana Yoga Candidate called Sankhyaha

b) Karma Yoga Candidate called Yogi

c) Distinct, not one and the same

d)
Karma Yoga Jnana Yoga

Port Apradhana Port Pradhana
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VIII) 2 Lifestyles – 2 Distinct 

        Subject Matter – 2 Different

        Candidates – 2 Margas

IX) 
Follow

Atma – Anatma FormatJiva / Jagat / Ishvara - Format

X) 2 Paths effortlessly Paved and Students will understand

XI) Until now Jnana Yoga, hereafter Karma Yoga.



1262

306) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 39 :

This, which has been taught to thee, is wisdom concerning Sankhya. Now 
listen to the wisdom concerning yoga, having known which, O Partha, you 
shall cast off the bonds of action.[Chapter 2 - Verse 39]
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Gist 

I) Important Verse :

• Sankhyam means Atma.

a)
Sankhya Sankhyam

-  Jnanam
 -  Atma

-  Jneyam

b) Verse 11 to 30

• Atma, Jnana Yoga talked till now.

c) From Verse 39, Karma Yoga

d)

-  No Direct Relationship
 -  Karma Yoga related to Jnana Yoga
 -  Jnana Yoga related to Moksha

MokshaKarma Yoga

e) Karma Yoga is the path which will take you to Jnana Yoga.
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II)

No Sambandha

MokshaKarma Yoga

a) 
Karma Yoga Jnana Yoga

Indirectly take you to Jnana Yoga Will Directly take you to Moksha

b)

Karma Yoga Jnana Yoga

Sadhanam Sadhyam

c)

Jnana Yoga Moksha

Sadhanam Sadhyam

III) Bhakti :

• Don’t count as Separate Sadhana

• Karma Yoga – 1st Stage of Bhakti

• Jnana Yoga – 2nd Stage of Bhakti

• No Bhakti Separate from these two.
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Topic No. 307 to 310 :

This knowledge of the Samkhya or Discrimination of Metaphysical reality has been 
imparted to you. It is the cause of the removal of that flaw, attachment, aversion and 
so forth, which engenders the transmigratory life. Yoga leads to the knowledge of the 
Samkhya. Yoga is Karma Yoga whose immediate purpose is the worship of God. It is to 
be performed after discarding, by the force of detachment, the pairs of opposites like 
heat and cold. 
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307) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 39 Starts

Also it includes the achievement of Samadhi or Concentration. Now listen to the 
immediately following exposition of the knowledge of Yoga. This knowledge of Yoga is 
lauded to heighten the interest of the listeners. Acquiring this knowledge, O Arjuna! 
You will surely cast off the bondage of words. Note that action, righteous or 
Unrighteous, is bondage and that Arjuna was to discard their bondage by Virtue of 
Knowledge attained through God’s grace. This is the idea.

I) Esha :

• This teaching to you (Tey)

II) Abhita - Ukta has been taught

III) Sankhye :

• Paramartha Vastu Viveka Vishaya.

a) Samkhyam = Parama Vastu – Teaching with regard to Absolute reality, Atma.
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b)
Absolute reality

Does not Remain in a Particular Place

It is in and through Relative reality

Chit is in and through Chidabhasa

c) Separation of Absolute reality Chit from Chidabhasa is a very difficult exercise in Vedanta.

d)

Brahman

In an through Vyavaharika Prapancha

Hence Discern only intellectually

e) Dont hope to Separately experience Brahman in Sleep

• It is Still with ignorance, Karana Shariram which is linked to Sthula - Sukshma 
Shariram.
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IV) Keno Upanishad :

V) Atma = Discriminative Knowledge only

= Viveka Vishaya

VI) Buddhi here not intellect but Jnanam

• Atma Jnanam has been taught.

VII) What is glory of Atma Jnanam?

• Shoka Moha, Samsara Hetu, Dosha Nivrutti Karanam.

a) Atma Jnanam is cause of Elimination of the Defect (Dosha) of Shokha - Moha (Sorrow - 

     Delusion – Samsara).

b)

Indeed, he attains immortality, who intuits It in and through every modification of the mind. 
Through the Atman he obtains real strength, and through Knowledge, immortality. [2 – 4]

Shokha - Moha

Cause of Samsara

c) Adjective of Samsara or Samsara Hetu (Cause).
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d) Remover of Primary cause of Samsara = Atma Agyanam

e) Ajnana Nivrutti Karanam Jnanam

VIII) How does Jnanam Remove the Samsara Karanam?

a) Sakshat Nivrutti Karanam

• Jnanam Directly removes.

b) Jnanam gives Sakshat Moksha (Directly)

c) Karma Yoga does remove Samsara but Param Paraya (Indirectly)

d) Karma Yoga takes you to Jnana Yoga

e) Sakshat - Significant note to remember.

308) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 39 Continues

I) Yoge Tu :

• Sankhya Over, Yoga next.
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II) 
Yoga meanings

Karma Yoga Upasana Yoga Jnana Yoga

III) What is definition of Karma Yoga?

a) Nis-Sangataya :

• Practice in Karma Yoga - Asangaha

b) Detached Attitude

c)
Detach from

Karma PhalamKarma

Both attachment to Avoided

d) Dis-advantage :

• If you get attached to Karma, you will never come to Jnana Yoga.

e) Karma Yoga as Social Service, can’t drop because of Attachment, becomes Obstacle to Jnana     

     Yoga.

f) Love Karma Yoga, at appropriate time, Drop it.
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g) Gita :

Abandoning all Dharmas, (Of the body, Mind and intellect), take refuge in me alone; I will 
liberate thee, from all sins; grieve not. [Chapter 18 - Verse 66]

IV) Renounce Service come to Sravana, Mananam, Nididhyasanam 

a) Karma Sangha is an Obstacle

b) Karma Phala Sanga is Obstacle because it leads to emotional Disturbances.

V) Principle No. 1 - Karma Yoga :

Drop

Karma PhalamKarma

VI) Principle No. 2 - Karma Yoga : 

a) Raaga - Dvesha pairs of Opposite, one has to Gradually reduce.
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b)

c) Nir-dvandaha, Nitya Satvastaha Niryoga Kshema 

d) Reduction of Expectations in life

VII) 3rd Principle of Karma Yoga

• Ishvara Aradhanam.

a) If Karmas done detachedly and Karma Phalams are received Detachedly.

b) Dedicated to Ishvara Aradhanam

VIII)

Tyaga

Dvandra PrahanamSangaha

Renouncing Raaga - Dvesha

2 Parts of Karma Yoga

Samadhi YogaKarma Anushtane
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a) Karma Yoga

Samadhi YogaKarma Anushtanam

-  Practice of Saguna Upasana 
    Ashtanga Yoga
 -  Sandhya Vandanam = Sandhya 
    (Upasanam)

-  For Ishvara Aradhanam
 -  Without attachment to Karma, 
    Karma Phalam

b) Busiest Karma Yogi should practice 10 Minutes meditation Daily.

c) Vanaprastha, Sanyasa Ashrama, Meditation is given more importance

• Karma is reduced.

d) In Grihastha, Meditation is given a Role.

e) Regularly Allot time for Upasana, Japa, Manasa Puja, Parayanam.

IX) Normally Upasana Yoga is included in Karma Yoga itself.

a)

Karma Yoga Definition

Samadhi YogaKarma Anushtanam
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b) Karma Yoga = Karma and Upasana

    Jnana Yoga = Sravanam and Mananam and Nididhyasanam

c)

2 Yogas

Jnana YogaKarma Yoga

Bhagavatam – 3 Yogas

Karma Yoga Bhakti Yoga (BY) Jnana Yoga

d) In Gita :

Mixture of Upasanam also

e) Karma Yoga = Karma Anushtanam

    Bhakti Yoga = Saguna Upasanam

    Jnana Yoga = Sravanam and Mananam and Nididhyasanam

f) This is technical Aspect

X) Ima – The Following will be taught now

XI) Buddhim = Jnanam, Teaching of Karma Yoga, listen to
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309) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 39 Continues

I) Significant Sentence

II) 2nd Line :

• Karma Yoga will take you out of Bondage, give Moksha.

III) Wrong Opinion, Multipath theory, Jnana Yoga, Karma Yoga

IV) For Moksha, not 2 paths

V) For Misconception, Clue is Chapter 2 - Verse 39 – 2nd Line

310) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 39 Continues
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a) Budhya Yukto Yaya Karma Bandha Prahasyasi

b) This is glorification of Karma Yoga

c) Need not be a fact

d) Glorification = Exaggeration of worth of Something

VI) Krishna glorifies Karma Yoga by Saying it will give Moksha

a) Tam Buddhim :

• Karma Yoga – Jnanam is Sthuthi, Arthavada, not Pramana Vakhyam.

b) Not Pramana Vakhyam, Valid Statement

c) Artha Vada, Stouti, Glorified, not factual.

d) Prarochanartham :

• Only then people will follow

• Marketing purpose

• Creates interest in the Mind of interest.

e) Arjuna should be Motivated to do Karma, otherwise, he wants to runaway.
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f)
Karma Yoga gives Moksha

Artha Vada Vakhyam

Not Pramana Vakhyam

Exaggeration

Not fact

g) Karma Yoga can’t give Moksha.

Revision : Chapter 2 - Verse 39 :

I) Jnana Yoga Conclusion

• Entering Karma Yoga.

a) 1st Line :

• I have taught Sankhya in Verses 12 to 30

b) Sankhyam Buddhihi = Imparted knowledge in the form of Jnana Yoga

c) Here after, will teach Karma Yoga

III) 2nd Line 

• Yoga = Karma Yoga

a) I shall teach you Karma Yoga.
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b) 2nd Line :

• Glorifies Karma Yoga, it is Capable of giving Moksha.

IV) Shankara :

a) This is Glorification of Karma Yoga

b) In Mimamsa Language, Statement is called Artha Vadaha

c) Once it is Converted into Artha Veda, it no more has Pramana Status.

d) Once Pramana Status lost, it means, don’t take the Statement literally as a fact.

e) Glorification = Artha Vada

    = Apramanam

                           = Not a fact, Hyperabole, Exaggeration

                           = Adhishaya Yoktihi

IV) Tam Buddhim Stouti :

a) Stouti = Apramanam

        = Stuti

b) What is glorification?

• Buddhya Yaya, Yoga Vishaya.

c) With the help of Yoga Vishaya, knowledge Dealing with Karma Yoga.
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d) Buddhi

But Knowledge Not intellect

e) With the help of Karma Yoga knowledge, what can you Achieve?

f) Yuktaha :

• Endowed with this knowledge.

g) Hey Partha :

• Karma Bandham Prahasyasi.

h) You will give up all karma Bondage.

V) What is Karma Bandham?

a) Karma Eva Bandaha.

b)
Bondage

But is Karma itself Not Caused by Karma

c) 

Karma / Action

Itself is Bondage
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VI) If Karma is Bondage - What is Karma?

a)
Karma 

Punyam and Papam Generated by 
Action

Not Action

b) Karma = Dharma - Adharma Akhyaha

c)
That which is Named as

Adharma, PapamDharma, Punyam

d) Karma = Sanchita, Agami, Prarabdha Punya – Papam

  = Shackle

e) Punya – Papa Shackle is called Karma Bandaha

VII) What happens to Punya - Papa Bondage?

a) Tam Prahasyasi

b) You will drop that

• Punya - Papa Karma Shackle

c) Prahasyasi = Will be released, will drop.
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VIII) How Karma Yoga helps us in giving up Punyam – Papam?

IX) Jnanam alone will remove Punya – Papam

a) Ishvara Prasada Nimitta Prapte he

b) Karma Yoga will not directly Destroy Punya Papam.

c) It will give Ishvaras Grace.

d) Karma Yoga is Sankalpa :

• Sri Parameshwara Preethyartham

• Does not ask for Wealth etc.

e) Ishvara Prasada is the immediate result of Karma Yoga.

f)
Ishvara Prasada

Leads to Guru Prapti

Sravana Prapti

Jnana Prapti

X) Because of final Accomplishment of Knowledge, which comes through Ishvara Anugraha

a) As a Result, you will drop all the Bonds Ultimately, not immediately.
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b) Iti Abiprayaha :

• This is the Motive, its in Krishnas Mind, intention behind Krishnas Statement.

c) How do you know this?

d) Krishna is Teaching Gita in Keeping with Veda only.

e) Veda tells :

• What is Krishnas intention

XI) What does Veda Say?

a) Karma Yoga gives Chitta Shuddhi only

b) Later, Guru Prapti 

• Therefore, this is intention of Krishna.

XII) Anvaya – Verse 39 :

• Hey Partha, Sankhye Esha Buddhihi Tey Abhihita (w.r.t Self knowledge)

• Sankhya = Self

• Yogetu Imam Srunu

• Yaya Buddhya Yuktaha San

• Karma Bandham Tvam Prahasyasi

• You will drop all Shackles by this Karma Yoga knowledge

• Ha – Dhatu.
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311) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 40 : 

Moreover-

• Moreover, following Verses Deal with Karma Yoga.
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312) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 40 :

In this, there is no loss of effort, nor is there any harm (production of 
contrary results). Even a little of this knowledge, even a little practice of 
this yoga, protects one from the great fear.[Chapter 2 - Verse 40]
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Gist 

I) Verse 40 to 47

• Glorification of Karma Yoga - Very Elaborate

II) Karma Yoga - Definition – Verse 48 :

Perform action O Dhananjaya, abandoning attachment, being steadfast in yoga, and balanced 
in success and failure. “Evenness of mind is called Yoga.” [Chapter 2 - Verse 48]

• Elaboration in Chapter 3

III) What is difference?

Both Followers of Veda

Karmi (Materialistic Veidika)Karma Yogo – Spiritual Veidika



1286

IV) Karmani Yogi, Spiritual Veidika Glorified

V) a) Verse 40 :

Karma Karma Yoga

-  Simple Action -  No Question of Failure at all
 -  Result of Karma Yoga is not doubtful
 -  Sandigala Phalatvam Nasti
 -  No Doubtful result
 -  Viparitaphalatvam Nasti
 -  No Adverse, negative or Zero Result

VI) What is Karma Yoga?

a) Glorify of Karma Yoga :

• Nishchita Phalatvam Asti

• There is always positive result.

b) No Zero Result :

• No Abhikrama Naishaha

• No Failure of Venture.

c) Pratyavaya :

• No Negative result.
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d) Viparita Phalam :

• No Adverse Result.

e) There is Positive result Always 

f)
Pratyavaya meanings

MimamsaAdverse Result

-  Special Papam Created when I 
    Drop my Duty
 -  Duty Omission Causes Pratyavaya 
    Papam
 -  Technical

-  Here
 -  Viparita Phalam
 -  Dictionary meaning
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Topic No. 313 to 315 :

Here, in Karma Yoga, the path leading to liberation, there is no loss of the Good 
beginnings one makes; unlike in the case of Agriculture etc., the effects of these 
beginnings are conserved. And unlike what may happen in undergoing a medical 
treatment adverse reactions will not result from the Practice of Karma Yoga. On the 
other hand, even a little of this Yogic discipline delivers one from the great peril of 
transmigratory life with its births, deaths and so forth.
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313) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 40 Starts

I) Na Iha Adhikrama Nasha :

a) Here in Karma Yoga, Moksha Marga Spiritual life style

b) Abhikrama Nasha Na Asti :

c) Abhi Kramaha = Abhikramanam 

               = Prarambaha

       = Venture, effort, Project

d) Tasya Nashaha :

• Abhikramasya Nasha, loss or failure of the Venture in Karma Yoga

e) Counter Example :

• In Agriculture, Plants crops, expect appropriate rain, Possibility of failure exists 
because of Pest etc.

II) Unlike Agriculture Crops, in Karma Yoga, no failure at all possible.
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III) Anaikantikam Phalam :

• Result is Never doubtful in Karma Yoga, no Possibility of failure.

a) Anaikantikam = Sandigdham

       = Doubtful

b) Prarambasya means for Karma Yoga Venture

c) Never Zero Result, there is always positive result.

314) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 40 Continues

I) Moreover, Adverse, opposite, Contrary result, Viparita Phalam is not there in Karma Yoga

II) Chikitsa Vatu :

Headache – Take Pill

Stomach Ache also StartsHeadache Does not got

• Pratyavaya – Adverse 

• Chikitsa = Medical Treatment.
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a) Vaidya Raja - Elder Brother of Yama Raja

b) Yama takes only life 

c) Doctors take money and life

d) In Spite of the best intention of Doctors.

e) In Karma Yoga such a Negative result is not there.

315) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 40 Continues

I) In Karma Yoga there is always Positive result

a) Results may come after Several years of Karma Yoga, will require patience

b) One day Karma Yoga will produce result

c) Svalpam Api = Prayojanam

d) Also Prayojanam has Cascading effect.

e) Will inspire you to do more Karma Yoga.
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II) Will lead you upto Moksha

a) Svalpam Api Anushtitam :

• Even a little bit, limited quality of this Dharma Practice, Implementation, Abhyasa.

b)
Dharma

PunyamKarma Yoga - Life

Here

c) Karma Yoga knowledge does not give you any benefit 

d) Practiced Karma Yoga is beneficial, Understood Karma Yoga is not beneficial

e) Practiced Karma Yoga Trayati, Rakshate, Protects you from Mahataha Bayat, Greatest worst 

    fear, Samsara Bayat.

f)
Samsaram

Janma - Maranadi LakshanatNot wife

-  Repeated Birth – Death Cycle
 -  Karma Yoga protects one from fear 
    of Samsara
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III) Anvaya – Verse 40 :

• Iha Abhikrama Nashaha Na Asti

• Pratyavaya Na Vidyate

• Asya Dharmasya Svalpam Anushtanam Api Mahataha Bayat Trayate…

• Mahat = Neuter.
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316) Introduction to Chapter 2 - Verse No. 41 : 

In regard to the knowledge of Samkhya Already set forth, and of Yoga about to be Set 
forth, note the following:

I) Knowledge with regard to Atma mentioned before

II)
Sankhya Sankhye

Atma Knowledge w.r.t Atma

III)

Knowledge w.r.t

Karma Yoga

Will be talked now

IV) What is Uniqueness of Karma Yoga Knowledge?

• Sa Vyavasayatmika Eka Bavati.
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317) Chapter 2 - Verse No. 41 :

Here, O Joy of the Kurus (Kurunandana) there is but a single pointed 
determination; many-branched and endless are the thoughts of the 
irresolute. [Chapter 2 - Verse 41]
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I) Important Verse :

• Bhaja Govindam of Shankara is Expansion of Chapter 2 - Verse 41

II) Karma Yogi is Very Clear about his Priorities in life, ultimate goal.

a) Has Clarity of Vision regarding Purpose of Life

b) Knows how to use Veda

c) Why Veda has come?

III) What is his Clarity?

a) Mano Jaya Dvara, Moksha Jaya = Purpose of life

b) Mastering the Mind, Acquire Moksha is the only Goal of life

c) Master Mind, Master life

d) Manojaya Dvara, Moksha Jayaha

• Master Mind, gain Freedom in life.
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IV) For this purpose, Veda has 2 Portions

Veda AnthaVeda Purva 

-  Moksha Jayaha
 -  Spirituality

-  Mano Jayaha
 -  Religion
 -  All Puja, Rituals, Japa
 -  I seek only improvement in my 
    Mind
 -  Don’t want to tamper the set up
 -  Religion meant for Mano Jayaha
 -  Normal Actions for Loka Jayaha
 -  Study, work, family

V)
Vyavahasayatmika Buddhi

Clarity of Vision

Buddhi Vyavasayatmika

-  Vision -  Clarity
 -  Nishchaya Atmika
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VI) How Clarity comes?

a) By understanding Veda Clearly

b) It is Clear and Undistracted vision also

c) Those who do not know how to use Veda Properly, they are not clear w.r.t Original Purpose 

    of life.

d)
What is

Religion meant for What is freedom in life What is purpose of Worldly 
Actions

What is god, rituals meant 
for

e) Goals – Many Varied for others

f) Moksha – Purushartha is only one

g) Once you leave Moksha

Purushartha, then Goals become 
many

Dharma Artha Kama
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h)
Goals

EndlessMany Branched

VII) 1st Line :

• Clarity regarding purpose of life.

2nd Line :

• Non-Clarity regarding purpose of Puja, Religion, Japa, Vagueness of life.

VIII)
Karmi Jnani / Karma Yogi

-  Embodiment of Vagueness
 -  Attached to Karma

-  Embodiment of Clarity
 -  Attached to Greater Vision in life

IX) Master Mind – Master Vision of life.
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Topic No. 318 to 320 :
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Regarding the path to the Supreme good, know O Arjuna! That there is only one 
conviction, marked by a firm resolution. It abolishes the plurality of their and opposed 
notions, because this conviction has been engendered by the right means of 
Cognition. Many-branched are these opposed notions. Because of the pursuit of this 
Play of multiplicity has arisen the infinite, shoreless, and ceaseless transmigratory life 
perpetually spread out before us. But upon their cessation, due to the discrimination 
that the right means of Cognition engenders, transmigratory life comes to a halt. The 
differences among them being a legion, those opposed notions are many-branched. 
Each branch gives rise to infinite notions. For who does this hold good? For the 
irresolute, who lack the Conviction marked by discrimination and born of the means of 
right Cognition.

318) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 41 Starts
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I) Vyavasayatmika :

a) Nishchaya Svabavat

b) Firm, Clear, Doubtless, unwavering, unflinching

Vi Ava - So - Dhatu

Profit

II) Noun = Vyavahasaya = Nishchayaha firmness

III) Atmika = Svabava, of the Nature of 

IV) Vyavasayatmika 

• Nishchaya Svabavat Clarity.

V) Buddhihi = Knowledge 

• Firm, Clear, Knowledge, Vision = Eka Eva

VI)
Clear Goal

Unidirectional, unwavering

VII) Eka = Badika, Eliminates all side tracking 

      = Unidirectional
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a) Not Carried away by other Goals of life

b) Not distracted

c) Other Goals are misconceptions

d) 2 Best Verses so far :

• Verse 20, Verse 41

e) Viparita Buddhi = Misconception

VIII)

IX) Viparita Buddhi Shakha Bheda, many and Varied Misconceptions in life 

a) Mano Jaya and Moksha Jaya is a the only Goal of life

b) Dharma, Artha, Kama really not a Purushartha

c) Mistaking them as Purushartha is Viparita Buddhi

d) Moksha is the only Purushartham.

e) Veda Purva tempts with flowery words

• Rituals for well being in the family, Debts will go, will get house, will get Child.

• Temptations take the Buddhi away.

f) This is Viparita Buddhi Shakha Bheda

g) Karma Yoga will not use any ritual for any other Benefit except mano Jaya and Moksha Jaya.

Shakha Bheda

Many Varied
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h) All Namaskarams to Swami, or in Temples, ask for Mano Jaya, Moksha Jaya

X) Dharma, Artha, Kama Purusharthas negated

a) Nachiketa offered many temptations by Yama Dharmayaja.

b) Katho Upanishad :

Both the good and the pleasant approach the moral man ; the wise man examines them 
thoroughly and discriminates between the two ; the wise man prefers the good to the 
pleasant, but the ignorant man chooses the pleasant for the sake of this body through avarice 
and attachment (for getting and keeping). [1 - 2 - 2]

c) Purushartha Nishchaya = Clarity w.r.t Priorities of life

d) Badika :

• Moksha is Eliminator of all other goals of life (Eka).

e) This knowledge is born out of right understanding of the Veda.
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XI)
Veda Purva 

But it is meant for Chitta meant 
Shuddhi 

Promises Material result

-  Kuruvaneha Karmani
 -  5 Verses in Naishkarmya Siddhi

a) Iha :

• Shreyo Marge – Spiritual path, lifestyle.

b) Eha Kurunandaha – Eha Arjuna

XII) Other People (Duryodhana and 100) :

a) Are Embodiment of many confusions.

b) To be religious is a great Success, without knowing that, all other benefits asked to God are  

     Misconceptions. 

c) Want Child, Creates problem then wonder why I asked for Child.
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319) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 41 Continues

I) 2nd Line :

a) All other Visions of Confused Karmanis

b) Mano Jaya Dvara Moksha Jaya = Right Vision

c) Anything other than Moksha will not be one but infinite

d) If you miss the infinite, then the Desires are infinite

e) Infinite is only one 

f) If you miss the infinite end, then the ends Sure infinite.
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II) Shaka Bheda Prachara :

a) It extends into many Varied Branches

b) If you drop Moksha, then 3 Purusharthas will come Dharma, Artha, Kama

c) Dharma = Punyam

• Infinite rituals are there to get Varieties of Punyam.

d) Artha = Possessions for Security

e) Possessions – Many, Varied

f) Kama = Possessions for Kama

               = Many, Varied 

g) Anantha Punyani, Anantha Arthaha, Anantha Kamaha – Shakha Bheda Vashat

h) Extensions = Anantha, infinite 

i) Aparaha – No end 

• 1st Prayer - For Myself

• 2nd Prayer - For Children

• 3rd Prayer - For Grand Children

         - Endless

III) At 100 Years

• Someone's else's problem will come, no Naishkarmya Siddhi.
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Revision : Chapter 2 - Verse 41 :

I) Jnana Yoga = Sankhya Yoga - Verse 12 to 30

II) Verse 40 to 47 – Glorification of Karma Yoga

• Karma Yoga Stuti.

III)
Karma Yoga – 2 Types

Given to Spiritual SeekerGiven to Materialistic Person

-  Interested in Moksha Purushartha
 -  Atma Jnanam
 -  Have understood Limitation of 
    Material Achievement
Aim :
 -  Not profit, Success rate in worldly 
    Pursuits
 -  Mumukshu Karma Yoga

-  Dharma, Artha, Kama
 -  Reduce Stress
 -  Don’t want Moksha, Vairagyam 
    (Detachment)
 -  How to Achieve excellence in Art, 
    Music, Business, Sports
 -  Sakama Pradhana Karma Yoga

IV) Mumushu has only one Desire in life = Moksha

a) Karma Yoga not better Success rate, Excellence in Material Goal, not for Increase in Wealth

b) Karma Yoga for improving Sadhana Chatushtaya Sampatti.
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c)
Success of Karma Yoga

Measured in terms of Vairagyam

Measured in terms of Shama, Dama, 
Uparama, Titiksha

Measured in terms of Sravana, 
Manana, Nididhyasanam

V) Karma Yoga for 2 Types of Seekers is totally different.

a) Moolam Class :

• Stress on Materialistic Karma Yoga

• Majority interested in better Performance in life

b) Chapter 3 - Verse 4 to 5 Stressed

c) When you come to Bashyam Study, Seeker interested in Spiritual Success, not professional 

    Success.

d) Karma Yoga meant for Detachment from the world.

• Jnana Yoga meant for coming back to your own Permanent house from which there is 
no return.
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VI) Shloka - 41

Moksha = Single most DesireVyavasayatmika Buddhi

-  Ekehe Kurunandana-  Clear understanding of Spiritual 
    Seeker is only one
 -  Clear Desire only one
 -  Vyavasayatmika Ichha
 -  Deep Desire only one 

VII)
Shifting Desires of Materialistic people

Many, endless

Avyavasayinam Buddhinam

Misconceptions of Materialistic People

Bahu Shakha

Endless, Many, Varied Materialistic 
Desires

Cause of Samsara

a) 2nd Line :
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b) Any desire other than Moksha is a Cause of Samsara.

c) Master Desires - Master Life

d) Yaha Punaha Itaraha Buddhayaha :

• The other understanding of Materialistic people = Desires.

e) Non-moksha desires of Materialistic People.

f) Ananthaha Bavanti :

• Materialistic Desires are endless

g) Spiritual Desire ends in Moksha Prapti.

h) All other desires are causes of Samsara.

VIII) Because of endless, Extent, Expanse, of Materialistic Desires, Samsara becomes endless, 

        Aparaha, Shoreless, eternal, all pervading, Anuparataha without a Temporary respite.

a) What descriptions we give for Brahman we can give to Samsara also

b) Continuous without break is Samsara

c) Endless, Goes from Janma to Janma

d) Vistirinaha – Vast in Different fields.

e) Materialistic Desires = Cause of Samsara

f) Anvaya – Vyatireka :

• More Materialistic Desires

• More is Samsara.
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g) Lesser – Materialistic Desires

Lesser is Samsara

h) Uparatu Su Anantha Bheda Buddhishu :

• When Misconceptions and Materialistic Desires come Down (Uparata become lesser)

• Misconception = Desires.

IX) How Desires come Down?

a) Because of the Discriminative understanding born out of Veda Pramana

b) Nitya – Anitya Vastu Vivekaha

c) 
Moksha Alone

Is Nityam

Worth Desiring

d)

All other desires

Not worth Desiring
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e) 

f) Samsara also becomes weaker

X) Karma Yoga is meant for increasing the Vairagyam for a Mumukshu.

320) Bashyam : Chapter 2 - Verse No. 41 Continues

When Viveka goes up

Attachment comes DownDesires come Down

I) Those Materialistic Visions, Desires (Buddhi here) are Bahu Shakha – Multibranched.
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II)

III) a)

Branches of Desires

Dharma Artha Kama

Bahu Bheda

Many Varieties of Desires

b) Materialistic Desires without Dharma, Artha (Possession for Security), many Secondary, 

     Tertiary Branches.

c) Because of Varieties of Sub-branches, Desires are endless.

d) This is for Avyavasayinam

• Those who do not have Clear Knowledge.

e) Pramana Janitha Viveka Buddhi = Vyavasaya

f) Clear Understanding born out of Veda Pramana

g) Those who do not have Clear knowledge are called Avyavasayinam

Rahitanam

Endless Materialistic Desires
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h) They will not use Veda for Moksha but for Furthering Samsara.

i)
2 Samsaris

Religious SamsarisMaterialistic

IV) Endless Desires are for Unenlightened, Materialistic people.

V) Anvaya :

• Eha Kurunandana, Iha Vyavasayatmika Buddhihi Eka Bavati.

• Avyavasayinam Buddaya hi Bahu Shakaha Anantaha Cha Bavanti.

• Buddhi = Desire here.

VI) Essence 

• Desire of Spiritual Seeker is only one, Desires of Materialistic people are endless.

VII) 2 Ideas Commented from Verse 42 to 47

Ichhas

Preya IchhaMoksha

Shreyaha
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